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Sgt. Andre Grooms, a slingload team leader in Headquarters and A Company, 10th Logistical Task Force (10th Mountain Division), watches a CH-47
Chinook with two nets of flour take off for the village of Arren, Albania, Jan. 21st. The 10th LTF delivered almost 40 tons of flour to three isolated
mountain villages in eastern Albania during Operation Mountain Relief, a humanitarian relief mission, during a three day period.

Tenth Logistical Task Force and Task Force Dragon
bring aid to stranded villagers on Albanian mountain sde

by Spc. Bill Putnam
Staff Writer

KUKES, Albania— After
battling westher and timefor
amost aweek, asmall group of
American soldiershelped feed
threeisolated mountain villages
near thistownin eestern Albania

When amgor snowstorm hit
theregion earlier thismonth, the
Albanian government asked the
American government for humani-
tarian relief for these stranded
villagers Three mountain villagesin
eastern Albaniaweresnowed-in
with adwindling food supply and
with no chance of getting help until

ng.

The U.S. Government
responded with ahumanitarian
relief operation called “ Operation
Mountain Relief.”

Thel0thLogistica Task
Force (10th Mountain Divison),
Fort Drum, N.Y ., and thelst
platoon, C Co. 7th Bn. of the
101t Aviation Reg., (101st
AirborneDivision), Fort

Campbel, Ky., providedtheman
and equipment power for the
operation. A small contingent of
artillerymen from 3rd Bataion,
6th Hed Artillery Regiment,
provided security on the Landing
Zones.

“Thetasking camedown for
usto provide somesoldiersto
cometothislocation here,” said
Capt. Michadl Rivera, thecom-
mander for Headquarters/ A Co,,
10th Logigtica Task Force, “and
rig someflour, and prepareto ding
load it forward to provide some
relief to some peoplewho need
it”

The misson'simportance
was stated early onby 2nd L t.
Robert Cargel, aplatoon leader in
Headquartersand A Company,
10th Logistical Task Force.

"These peoplehaven't eatenin
dmost aweek and ahdf,” hesaid
athebriefing. “It' suptousthat
they get that food.”

Theplanto bring these
villages food was smple, Cargel
explained the night before the

missongtarted.

“We'regoingtofly from
Camp Bondsted! to Kukes,
Albania, unload the helicopters
and rig thefood onto nets,” the
ding-load platoon leeder in HQ/
AlphaCompany, sad, “from
therewe Il dingload thefood to
thetowns.”

Unfortunately the westher
helduptheplan. After waiting
until midday both Jan. 19 and
20, themission was scrubbed
dueto heavy fog.

Monday, Jan. 21, was
different. The heavy fog that had
socked the areain burned off
early. Thetwo CH-47 Chi-
nooks, and one UH-60 Black
Hawk fromthe B Co. 2 of the
10Aviation Reg. (Fort Drum,
N.Y.) were quickly loaded with
equipment and soldiers, and then
took off for thissméll Albanian
army compound.

Because the sun sets early
thistimeof yeer, they only hada
coupleof hoursof daylight to
work with each day. Thesmall

forceof American soldierswent
to work. The helicopters were
unloaded, six cargo netsrolled
out,andsmall Albanianarmy
trucks loaded with 110-pounds
of flour drove onto the airfield.
Albanian soldiershelped the
Americans stack atotd of 13
tonsof flour for the village of
Arren that day.

After that the Chinooks
and Black Hawk took off, and a
ding-load crew hooked them
withtheir swinging cargo. With
thet the Landing Zonefdl quiet
until the helicopters returned for
theflight back to Camp
Bondsted . The Black Hawk
would act as an observation and
control helicopter for thetwo,
much larger, Riverasad. Chi-
nooksduring thethreemissions.

While the helicopters were
off delivering their much-needed
cargo, hesaidthismissonis
somethingthat hissoldiershave
relished. Asthe ground com-
mander for the ding loading and
(Please 22 AID, page 14)
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No New Year’s resolutions: Using the present of today

Webster defines
resolution as ‘the act of

New Year’sresolutions let
me put it in aproper context.
Thepagtishistory, it'sa
point in time, it'sa source of
knowledge and education,
and it'salesson that we can
learnfrom. Thefutureis
2 uncertain, and it’ samystery.
- Today isnow. Itisapre-
ciousopportunity. Itisarare
gift,and thatiswhy I think
we refer to today asa‘ present.” So what do you do
with thisopportunity?
| don't believe in the concept of New Year's
resolutions, something that you decideto doona
specific point in time, and typically thejokeisthat by
the end of January al New Y ear’ s resolutions have
been broken. What | propose to you isthat we need
to make these resol utions each and every day. Each
day, the present of the day gives usthe opportunity, the
gift, to go through aresolution, this act of determining,
of shaping how we can become better human beings
and better soldiers.
| would like to challenge you. | want you to take
this opportunity that we have while we are deployed to
Kaosovo. | want you to look at your spiritual health.
Takeafew minutesaday to focus on what you think is
truly important, to improve your relationship with your
God, with your family, with your friends, to reflect
inward, asto how to be abetter human being, and a
better soldier.
| want you to challenge yourself, and | ook criti-
caly at your current physical hedth, possible weight
loss, stopping a habit like chewing tobacco, or smok-
ing, al of those activitiesthat potentialy diminish your
privilegeto sharetimewith family and friends.
We ve dlowed ourselves the opportunity to go

without alcohol during our stay here, so for those of
you that are seeing an improved physical condition,

determining.” When| say ‘no  based upon decreased acohol consumption, that’sa

good news story. Challenge yourself to improve your
stamina, your strength and your speed. We have some
great physical fitnessfacilities with the avail ability of
certified trainers. Y ou’ ve got friendswho will help you
get in shape.

There are many of those here who have available
time, which isavaluable resource. If you depart
Kosovo without having improved your physica fitness
conditioning, your physica hedlth, you can only blame
yourself and alack of discipline, alack of focus.

So use this*“present” of today. Each and every
day make that resolution that ‘today | will do things. |
will makeimprovementsin mysdf internaly and
externally. | will beabetter soldier.’

Chalengeyoursdlf mentally. Usethe opportunity
to read, to learn adifferent language, work on your
education at the MWR Education Center.

Improve your financia status. Take the responsi-
bility to use the advantages that you have here with the
tax-exempt status, with the lack of requirementsfor
expenditures, and get your financial housein order.
Thisisagreat opportunity to eliminate some of the
stressthat comes with the financial burden of paying
bills. Get yourselves out of debt. Plan and focus on
how you start saving for thefuture. I’ ve talked to you
about the Thrift Savings Plan. There ared| sorts of
waysfor you to secure your financial future. If you sit
down and take the time and truly map out where you
are, and how you can make improvements.

Work on your friendships. Thisisaspecial bond
between those of uswho wear uniforms, and willingly
sacrifice our own personal comfort to serve our nation,
to serve something larger than ourselves. Y ou will build
friendships here, because you had the opportunity, you
had the time; you had the exposure to truly get to
know each other. Challenge yourself to be a better
friend, to be atrue friend, not an acquaintance, but a

friend, someone who will give advice, someonewho
will listen, someone who will understand, someone
who will bethereto assist with stress management, the
grief

and possibleloneliness that accompaniestours
away from our family, to help you stand proudly asa
productive member of our team here.

Work on your leadership. Be aleader. Lead
mentally. Lead physicaly. Improveyoursdf. All of the
men and women, in TFF who serveinthe Army, Air
Force, Navy and Marines depend on each and every
oneof us. You and | have to accept this avesome
responsibility of molding our futureleaders. Weall
have the chance hereto positively influence peopleto
show them by being role model what is physicaly and
mentally the standard. Weal need to challenge
ourselvesto dothis.

So don't think about New Y ear’ s resolutions.
Don’t think about the past. Don’t worry about the
future. Focus on TODAY . Focus on your resolution
every morning when you open your eyes. That today
‘I’m going to challenge mysdlf. I’'m going to improve
myself. I'm going to be a better member of thisteam.’

Webster in hisdefinition of resolution, also at the
bottom of the definition had asynonym. And the
synonym for resolution said ‘ see courage.” And that's
what |’'m asking you to do. I'm asking you to demon-
strate personal courage. To recognize that there are
improvementsthat you asan individual, you asa
human being, you as asoldier, you as aleader should
make mentally and physically everyday.

There areimprovementsthat all of usshould
make, and we' ve got anew challenge and anew
opportunity each and every day to do that. Thisshould
be your resolution when you wake up in the morning,
to take that challenge, to show and demonstrate our
personal courage.

ClimbtoGlory ... TotheTop

Look around: What you can do to make a differencetoday

You can make a differ-
ence, and you have. If you
haveto ask yourself that
question, then look around
and pause for amoment.
Maybe the answer liesinthe
quote, “ ask not what your
country can do for you, but
iy What you can do for your
country.” Now isthetimeto
stand up for al that is good,
[ rightandjust. Look at old
glory on your shoulder. It
should make you proud that
youarepart of aninstitution

Command Sgt. Maj.
Ted Walker

that serves others. Around the world the men and
women of our armed forces are sacrificing some part
of themselves for the good of the nation, whether it's
onthe night shift or aday shift, standing guard in the
cold on acorner, or just being in acertain placein
time. Y ou make adifference. Y ou make a differencein
the hearts and minds of the people herein Kosovo.

Y ou may not hear it said, but you can seeit in the day-
to-day actions of the people.

Safe and secure are the watchwords, and free-
dom of movement iswhat you give. Youmakea
differenceto your battle buddy when best friends, and
loved ones are so far away. Y ou are the sounding
board for the pain, for thejoy and the excitement. On
point, because of what you do, otherssharein liberties

that sometimes are taken for granted. Nevertheless,
you make a difference.

Aspositiverole modelsyou influence actions,
sometimes without saying words, other timesin the
way you behave. High standards are your invisiblesign
showing otherswhet right lookslike.

Takealook at thelittle things you do daily that
brighten the day for someone else. Just saying ‘thank
you' or asmilegoesalong way in bringing out the best
inpeople. A pat onthe back, asasign of appreciation
or gpproval, makes others stand taller.

Y ou are amember of the Task Force Falcon
team. Did you make a difference today? If you can’t
answer that question, take alook around.
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Sol di er

on the Street

What is your most memorable moment in the Army?

Pfc. SelinEskandarian,
Ammunition Specialist
HQ/A Co., 10thLTF
(Camp Bondsteel)

“My most memorable moment in the
Army had to be thetime | spent in the
field in February (2001) at Fort Drum.
1t had to be minus 40 degrees. It was
the coldest that | have ever been.”

Spc. LashundraMathis,
Military Policeman

TF504th MP (209thMP Co.)
(Camp Bondsteel)

“ Getting off the planeand coming here.”

Staff Sgt. Thomas Walls,
S-4, NCOIC

TF1-30

(Camp Monteith)

“GoingtotheAudieMurphy Board
and getting selected and stationed at
the best ROTC program in the nation-
Texas A&M University Army ROTC
Department.”

— Compiled by TFF Falcon Flier Staff

Spc. Danny Fredericksen,
Mailclerk/Driver

ASG (Provisional) Falcon
(Camp Bondsteel)

“Theday that | graduated from
Airborne School at Fort Benning
(Georgia).”

Spc. Jessica Swann,
PAC clerk

TFF HHC

(Camp Bondsteel)

“Finding out | wascomingto K osovo.
| was excited.”

Spc. Geoffrey Broms,
PSD

TF1-30

(Camp Monteith)

“Beingapartof theabsol utebest Bradley
crew inthe Army . With Staff Sgt. (Patrick)
Nolingasmy gunnerandLt. Col. (Audy)
SnodgrassasBC, who can beat us?
Battleboars, Hooah!”

A story for the dinner table

by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

Everyoneinthe Ammy hassomestary abouit their caresr
thet they will remember forever. It will betold totheir spouses
shlings children and grandchildren around thedinner teble
many timesover theyears

I’'minadightly different stuetionthenmost of you, in
thet my father and | areinthesameunittogether. Yes heand |
aeove harein Kosovo together, anillustriousfether/deughter
duo, but wedon't sseeach ather often. I'm a Camp Montath
and he'sa Camp Bonddted.

Stariesfrom our carearstogether will morethenlikely
frequent thedinner tahleon Sunday get-togethers, usLily with
vayingdifferencesinthetdes

Onthisoneparticular occason, theunit washesded to
quelify onour wegpons and only onepersonknew wherethe
rangewaslocated, becauseit wasnew. Well, | wasgoingto
drivetheseoond hummves, and ded dedded tohopinandride
withme Why not?! had noproblemwiththet.

Itwasacoldandwet Saturday inNovember for usin
Alabama, and | waa't too happy | wasmissngtheGeorgia
vs OleMissgametolieinmudwhilededt hit meintheface
Soweweredff totherangeat ahigh rate of gpeed to kegp up
withtheleed vehide

Aswebegen to pick up eed, thewater that hed pooled
ontheroof bagen to pour down upon usthrough the soft-top
roof. Oncewe hed hended thet problem by pullingonour
hoods weredlized how far benind thelesd vehidewewere. |
sped up because | didn't want to bethe oneresponsiblefor
mekingtherest of theunitlost aswell.

Just as's0on aswe caught up, wewereon alargeon-
ramptotheinterstate, and my door flew open asl wasentering
trefficat 5S0mph. | grabbed thedoor withmy left handwhile
haldingthestearingwhed withtheright. | couldn't get thedoor
todose 0l jughddontoit. Meanwhile I vegot my ded
sreaming thet I’ mtoodosetotheguerdral, andnow I'm
going toofest for thiskind of weether!

| continuedtodriveholding thedoor, and thewindows
became sofogged up thet | couldn't seewherel wasgoing. If
you' veever drivenahummveeinthewinter, youknow how
bedy they canfog. | waan't exactly ableto reech for the
defrogt controlsbecause | had tokeep at leest onehand onthe
whedl. So,I’mbeginningtoget abit nervoussmply because
I"'minfagt movingtreffic, haldingmy door dosad, drivingwith
onehand, can bardy seethrough thefoggy windows andthe
roof isleking water intomy eyes Toadd tothemadhess I've
got my father screaming a me. Of coursel begantoydl back
a him, obsoenitiesnoless enoughtomakeasailor blush,

About thet timehe seesthet we should beexiting, but of
oourse| can't Sgnd to anyonethat I'm gaing to tum because
I'mhavingtoholdthedoor dosed! Onceweexited, | knew I'd
beableto shut thedoor & thered light. Wegpproached the
light and of courseit tumed green. Thenext threelights ssme
thing! | wasbeginningto get very upset. My ded knew thet, |
know, and beganto antagonizemelikehelovestodo. He
enjoyspushing peoplé shuttons

I firelly got toared light, dosed the door, wiped thefog
off thewindows and thewater off my faceand out of my eyes
fromthelesking roof. Atthat paint, | don'tthink | hedever
been sofuriouswith my father. | knew if hewasridingwith
any other soldier, hewould't talk tothemlikethet, but Snceit
wasme, heocould.

Wefindly ariveda therange, andheand | hedlanes
nexttoesch ather. Weweredill quitemed a eech ather. We
ooached each ather judt likewewere supposed to, and bath
quadified. | out shat him by one whichmedemefed alittle
better. Not much wassaid ontheway homeinmy car thet
evening.
When| wokeupMonday moming | hadnovoice I'm
notaureif | justlogt it because | waslying onthecold, muddy
ground, or becausel yelleda my ded sohatefully. My voice
wasgonefor about threeweeks By thet timethetdewas
humoroustousall.

I'msofortunateto beover herewith my father. | know
deploymentsarehard oneveryone, induding theonesleft a
home, because!’ vebeenonbothsides:

I’'marethisdegployment will mekefor many moretdes
tobetoldat futurefamily gatherings Althoughweareonly
helfway through thisdeploymert, | look forward todl the
chdlengeswedill haveleft. Thosewill mekefor thegrestest
memories| will hevethehonor of shaiingwithmy fether.
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by Spc. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

CAMP BONDSTEEL— When
Pfc. Adam Tracy wasgrowing up, he
fdt he could turnto hisdad for anything,
evenwhen thesitugtion involved his
own undoing.

Presently, at the age of 20 and
morethan 10,000 milesaway from
home, the surveyor/draftsman with
(Fort Bragg, North Carolina's) B Co.,
27th Engineer Battalion (Task Force
Tiger) findshimsdf lessthanamile
away from hisdad in one of themost
unlikely places- Kasovo.

“Someof my friendslook a me
srangewhen| tdll themthat | angoing
to spendtimewithmy dad,” Tracy sad,
when asked how heisplanning to
seend hissparetime. “| fed likel am
redly fortunate to serve on this deploy-
mentwith him. It' sagrest feding
knowingthet | canturnto himwhen|
need to talk. | consider him as one of
my closest friends”

Indeed, afather-son rdlaionshipis
specid. If youdon't believeit, just ask
theelder Tracy (Robert), whoisthefirst
sergeant of Headquarters and Heed-
quarters Detachment of Task Force
Falcon'sArea Support Group (Provi-
sond) Falcon.

“I was up for adeployment
rotation, and asked if | could be
assigned to Kosovo,” Tracy sad of his
departurewith hisFort Sheridan, 111.
Army Reserve unit (1t Brigade, 85th
Divison). “l amgrateful tohavethe
opportunity to be here with my son. |
have been on eeven deployments
duringmy 29yearsinthemilitary, sol
understand how difficult they can beon
anindividud,” hesad. “Whilethisisa
great opportunity to spend timemy son,
itisdwaysaprivilegefor meto take
care of soldiers”

Likefather, like son...
Duo serve together in Kosovo

Whilethereare cartainly differences
inthepair, most notebly therank interval,
both father and son agreethat their desire
to serveinthe Army as helped strengthen
their rlaionship.

“Our timetogether islimited, but |
enjoy it. We usudly go down to the MWR
Center and play pool or go to amovie,”
(son) Adamsaid.

“| am very gppreciative of thetime
that Adam and havetogether here,” as
(father) Robert chimed in. “ Because
Adam'’ s unit has been gracious enough to
dlow himto spendtimewith me. Wewere
ableto celebrate New Year' sand his
birthday. We both appreciateit, and thank
them. However, | don't consider mysdlf
hisfirst sergeant, and | don’'t haveadesire
tomeddlein hisunit business”

Spesking of strong relationships, the
elder Tracy mentioned thet his ol der son,
David, dso servesinthemilitary asa
sergeant withthe U.S. Army Resarve' s 1st
Brigade, 84th Division.

“Anytimeyou have morethan one
thing in common, it helpsbuild that rela-
tionship. | have awaysthought of soldier-
ing asateam concept. Soyou could say in
our case that we are ateam. | compare
our desreto serveinthe Army to being in
the same collegefraternity,” hesaid, as
pride beamed from hisface

“Weal choseto servein the Engi-
neer Corpswhenweenlisted inthe Army
andweall trained at Fort Leonard Wood,
Missouri in roughly the ssme area (of the
post), so that is aso acommon bond that
weshare.”

Ancther significant, but unusual
circumstance about thetrio, he said isthe
fact that July 29th isanimportant date for
the Tracy family.

“Tracy enlistedinthe Army on July
29th (2000), and prior to that David
shipped out for Bosniaon the same day of
themonth. Theunusua nessthereisthe
fact that July 29th is my birthday.”

ASG (P) Falcon 1st Sgt. Robert Tracy, left, and son, Pfc. Adam Tracy, B Co. 27th Combat

Engineers

Adam, stated that hisfather had little
todowith hisreason for joining the Army.

“| didit to better mysdlf and earn
money to goto college. My god istobea
avil engineer,” hesaid.

And how does the mother and wife
of the Tracy household fed about her
youngest son and husband being away

Spc. Taylor Barbaree/photo

fromtheir homein Napervillg Ill., and
saving in Kosovo together?
“Sheisjust glad weareboth
together and can lean on one another
whenweneedto,” Adam said, whilehis
father added, “ even though sheis
unhappy weare away, shetakesitin
sride. Sheisthebedrock of thefamily.”

TFF Deput y Commander CMD

Reflectingon African-American her oesof the Revolutionary War

Blak
History
Monthis
often
marked
by
celebra
tions,
ceremo-
niesand
other
events
com-
memorat-
ingthe
contribu-
tionsof
African-Americansto our nation’ sstory.
Thisis, indeed arich and significant
aspect of American history, and de-
servesretelling. One aspect often
overlooked isearly Black military
historical figures. This chapter of our
history isfilled with many great heroes;
sadly, many are now al but forgotten. |
think thisisasad state of affairs, for

Col. Lawrence Saul

those who forget their history are not
worthy of their ancestor’s contributions.
During the course of somesubstantial
research for my masters’ degree | found
someterrific examples of incredible
heroism and sacrificesin the name of
liberty. Inthiscolumn| will focusonthe
American Revolution.

THEAMERICAN WARFOR
INDEPENDENCE

Likeal Americansduringthe
colonia era, Blacks had much at stake
in the outcome of the struggle for
independence. Clearly, their freedom
was their overriding concern. If freed
from theimperia power, the same
power that endaved them from the start,
the Black man could establish for himself
anew placein anew society. It should
not come as a surprise that Blacks, both
free and dave, embraced the cause of
freedom. The contributions of Blacksto
our nation’ s successful struggle for
freedom are unmatched in history. Sadly,
thisincredible chapter in our nation’s
history is often overlooked. We owe our

freedom, in part, to the contributions of
these early African-American patriots.
Beyond adoubt, thefirst blood
shed in the struggle for independence
took placein Boston. That blood was
from aBlack man, Crispus Attucks. The
Boston Massacre wastheinitid eventin
our struggle for freedom. Petriots had
been demonstrating and protesting
against British oppression for sometime.
A strong British Army presence had
served to suppress the local protestors,
further inflaming the mood of the people.
British troops occupied Boston trying to
protect His Mg esty’ s agents and tax
collectors, enforcing the Stamp Act,
Sugar Act, Currency Act, Mutiny Act or
whatever indignity King Georgelll
imposed on the colonies. Citizensand
troops fought each other routinely.
Among the |leaders of the protests was
CrispusAttucks, (1723-1770). Attucks
was the son of afreed dave and a
Natick Indian woman. In fact, the name
Attuck means deer in the Natick lan-

guage.

The massacre occurred on March
5, 1770. A group of patriots, led by
Attucks, attacked aBritish sentry. This
lone Redcoat was an easy target for the
protesters; he was merely the target of
pent-up aggression. Astheincident grew
in proportion, alarger British contingent
arrived to support the guard. The British
troops, after being pressed by a heck-
ling, snowball throwing crowd, let loose
avolley of shots. Three personswere
killed immediately and two died later of
their wounds. Thefirgt to fall was
Crispus Attucks. Hewasthefirst manto
givehislifefor our nationinthe struggle
for independence against Greet Britain.
Hence the flame of liberty waslit, ever
S0 tenuoudly.

History tells usthat of the 300,000
soldierswho served in the Continental
Army under General George Washing-
ton, approximately 5,000 were Black.
They fought in virtualy every battle of
the war. For example, Blacks served as
Minutemen at Concord
(Please see COL. SAUL, page 11)
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Open for business...
TF 1-32 “Chodn” assgsin bringing garbage serwceto V|t|na municipality

by Spc. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

POZHARAN/
POZARANJE— A head-
line on anewspaper could
simply state, “The Trash
Man Cometh”, and all in
this village would be able
to relate to the meaning of
those words, thanks to the
Camp Magrath based 1st
Battalion of the 32nd
Infantry Regiment (Task
Force 1-32 Inf. “Chosin™).

“Thisis undoubtedly
agreat day for our town,”
said Pozharan/Pozaranje
Mayor Fadil Ramiqi, as he
and other community
leaders accepted owner-
ship of anew garbage
truck from TF 1-32 Inf.
“Chosin” commander Lt.
Col. Robert Nye during a
Jan. 22nd ceremony
located near the village's
school. “We are also

Spc. Taylor Barbaree/photo

Lt. Col. Robert Nye, Commander, TF 1-32 Infantry “ Chosin”, second from left, poses with community and civic
leaders of the municipality of Vitina in the village of Pozharan on Jan. 29th. Nye,on behalf of TF 1-32 “ Chosin” and
Task Force Falcon, presented a mock key to Univerzal (Company) Director, Zijadin Brahimi symbolizing the gift of a

occurred during one of the
most sunshine filled days
of Kosovo's rugged cold
weather season, Nye
gestured toward the
presence of the Moon
while speaking to the
hundreds of residents
gathered for the ceremony.
“Some of you may
remember the day man
stepped on the moon,”
Nye said, paraphrasing the
wordsthat U.S. Astronaut
Neil Armstrong spoke
during his moment of
triumph, who stated the
accomplishment was ‘ one
small step for man and a
giant leap for mankind'. “I
believethisdedicationis
similar, thisisasmall step
for Pozharan/Pozaranje
and a giant leap for the
VitinaMunicipality.
“Thank you for being
here today and thanks to
all the people who made

grateful for the presence new garbage truck (pictured in the background).

of KFOR and the relationship we task force (502nd) to begin service

have with (TF 1-32 Inf. “Chosin”).”  there,” he said. “From that point,
“Having this truck will allow we began looking at ways to extend

this community the opportunity to service. Hopefully, we can begin

receive garbage service,” said Capt. working on ways to assist in provid-

John Walton, TF 1-32 Inf. ing other services to this area.”

“Chosin”, civil affairs representa- Walton said humanitarian

tive, explaining the details behind assistance funds enabled the previ-

the momentous occasion. ous Marine Civil Affairs Team the
“Prior to today, the municipal-  opportunity to purchase the new

ity of Vitina received anew fireand truck.

garbage truck from the previous “We are thankful for the rela-

tionship that we have with this
community and with the Univerzal
Company (which will handle the
garbage service),” Walton said.
“One of the requirements of provid-
ing them (Univerzal) with a garbage
truck is that they had to employ
both Albanians and Serbiansin their
company. They have done that, so
we are glad to fulfill our commit-
ment.”

During the ceremony, which

this day special,” he said,
mentioning Samet Dalipi
(president of the municipality),
Mayor Ramigi, Zijadin Brahimi (the
director of Univerzal), Bafti
Lubastani (363rd TMK Com-
mander) and his soldiers.

At the conclusion of the
speeches given by Mayor Ramigi
and Mr. Brahimi, the crowd viewed
the capabilities of the new truck as
it picked up atrash container and
emptied its contents into the collec-
tion area.

TFF Commander visits Fort Drum soldiers at Firebase Rock

by Capt. Tyler “Hawk” Sunshine
Task Force 1-32

DEBELDE, Kosovo— This
town sits quietly on the southern
edge of Multi-national Brigade
(East), especially since several
feet of snow fell here during late
December. Some excitement,
however, was added to this
normally serene setting, as the
new year kicked off with an
unexpected visit for the soldiers
of 1st Platoon, B Co., 1st Battal-
ion of the 32nd Infantry Regiment
(Task Force 1-32 Infantry
“Chosin”), who perform missions
heredaily.

During the first week in
January, Task Force Falcon
Commander, Brig. Gen. Keith M.
Huber, visited Firebase “Rock”,
which is an outpost in the moun-
tains bordering the Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.
The visit was part of a tour of
outlying basesin MNB-(E).

After arriving at Firebase
“Rock” by helicopter, Huber set
out on patrol with the soldiers of 1st
Platoon, to see the village of
Debelde first-hand.

During the patrol, soldiers
shared their impressions of the

village with the general. Staff
Sgt.Christopher Jacob of 1st Pla-
toon, B Co. Task Force 1-32 Inf.
“Chosin” spoke about hisimpres-
sion of the village.

Tyler* Hawk’ Sunshinefphoto
TFF Commander, Brig. Gen. Keith M. Huber, second row (center) with soldiers of 1st Platoon, B
Co., at Firebase Rock during January.

“Debelde is atown faced with
anumber of challenges such as
employment, transportation and
refugees,” Jacob said emphasizing

the importance of Bravo Company’s

mission . “I think our involvement
here plays a crucial rolein pro-
viding the necessary security and
allowing the community to de-
velop.”

For the soldiers that accom-
panied Huber, the mission wasn’t
business as usual; “1 didn’t really
expect a General to come out of

Fire Base Rock,” said Pfc. Jason
Koenighaus, excitedly.

“It was squared-away to go
on apatrol with ageneral,” added
PFC Arthur Brantley from 1¢
Platoon.

Thevisit was not abig
surprise for 1st Lt. Nick Brandi,
the OIC of Firebase Rock.

“VIPsvisit (Firebase
“Rock”) frequently to learn about
our interaction with the
Macedonian Army and our mis-
sions along the border and are
always amazed by the panoramic

view of the Former Y ugoslav
Republic of Macedonia,” he said.
Whatever the perspective,
the end result was the same:
soldiers had a chance to meet
their senior leadership and the TFF
commander had a chance to per-
form adaily mission with soldiers.
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Members of 490th Civil Affairslook back on experiencesin Kosovo

by Spc. Bill Putnam
Staff Writer

CAMPMONTEITH— Oneinstant
dticks out in Staff Sgt. Derek Calero's
mind about hisdeployment toK osovo.

Hisavil affairsteam drovethrough
thevillage of Bostane acouple of days
after they had given some dothesto aloca
leader. Onelittlegirl in particular stood out
in Cdero’ smind, even now that acouple
of monthshave passed on. Shewanted a
pair of eermuffs the day the clothes were
passed out.

“Litleearmuffs” he called them.

They weregiven to her and “acouple
of dayslater wedroveby, and shehad
them on her heed,” herecalled.

Asthey approach theend of their
tour inMNB Eag, acivil affarsteam from
the490th Civil AffairsBataion, an Army
Resarve unit from Texas, and two of thar trandators sat
down at thiscamp’ s cappuccino bar to talk about how
thingshave gone

In not so many words, they talked about the good,
thebad, and theugly of their deployment.

Cderoisthenoncommissioned officer-in-charge of
acivil affairsteam based here. He, team chief, Mg.
Robert Broussard, and two other soldiers, Sgt. Paul
Anderson and Spc. Ron Wistrom, driveal over theNovo
Brdo Opsting, talking with villageand town leeders. Va
and Betty, thetrandators, go out with them. Without them,
theteam’ sjob would beimpossible. They’ ve both been
with KFOR sincethebeginning, and havethe broad
range of experience that only someone staying on here
can acqire.

Sometimesthe team’ swork can befrustrating. But
they don't complain. They’ veenjoyed their time here.

Anderson and Wistrom have different, but smilar,
memoariesthan Cdero’ sthat will mark their deployment.

For Wistromit' sbuilding afriendship with ayoung
childin Novo Brdo who seemsto know hishumveefrom
adigance and cdls his name out as he drives by. For
Anderson, it’shaving snowball fightsand building
snowmen with children in Gornji Makresh.

BothVa and Betty’ smemoriesof thelast two years
have been the significant stepsforward in Kosovo. It used
to bethat there weren't any Serbsfrom the surrounding
townswalking through downtown Gjilan. Nearly three
yearslater, Serbsarewaking around downtown, said
vd.

“Most people probably don’t know they are
Serbs” hesaid.

Some Serb and Albanian paliticianshave even
started to talk to one another without the presence of

~ TF MESQUITE
490th Civil Affairs Battalion

KFOR or non-government organi zations, said Betty.

“That'sagoodthing,” shesaid. “ Thingsaregetting
back tonormal.”

But for dl thegood thingsthat they’ ve seen, cha-
lengesremain.

For Calero, the biggest disappointment was not
getting anew firetruck for town of Novo Brdo.

“Theteamworked onit andworked onit and
worked onit,” hesaid. They had assistance from NGOS
and"“itjust fell through. That wasabiglet down.”

But despitethat let down, theteam did deliver anew
garbage truck, and 25 garbage bins for Novo Brdo.

Cdero said that Novo Brdo wasatown “that redlly
needed agarbagefacility, garbagebins, and garbage
trucks. Theteam worked onit and that got done.”

The chalengesthat Vd and Betty face are different.
Every six months or S0, anew group of people show up.
A new set of rules, anew way of thinking, and anew set
of friendscomeand go.

“Y ou know, peoplearejust coming and going, it
repeatsitself. Wemakefriends, welosethem,” Betty said.
New faces are nothing new for her. Shefirs sarted
working with Airborne unitsin Vitina, and then moved on
toworking with armor and infantry unitsout of Camp
Monteith. Sherecently started to work for civil &ffairs
teams. “ Otherscome, then welosethem again. It'salittle
difficult but it getsinteresting and challenging”

Because she sworked with high tempo unitslike
Task Force 3rd Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry
Regiment, or armor unitslike Task Force 1t Battdion,
37th Armor Regiment, she' snoticed the different mentality
of CA teams. TF 3rd of the 504th Paraand TF 1<t of the
37th Armor havepreviously servedin Kasovo.

“They seem to betoo tamefor my taste,” she said

laughing. “1 waswith other kindsof
teams—tankers, airborne—so we had
different missonsin the past. These
missonsare more peeceful... it' sabig
difference, but it’ sinteresting anyway.”

Dedingwiththepoliticiansfromthe
different townsin theteam’sArea Of
Responsibility hasbeen Broussard's
biggest challenge. Hesaid it washard to
telking to them a first, but they’ ve made
progress for follow-on units

Getting the different ethnic groups“to
work together hasbeen aredl chalenge”
hesad. “Bt... it' sgotten better. Sowe
made progress.”

“I" ve seen more cooperation be-
tween themayorsinthevillage I've
definitely seen more cooperation,” he
added. Both ethnic groupsdidn’t work
together for palitica reasonsfor the 10 or
15 years before and just after thewar,
according to Broussard. He added the biggest obstacle
remaining is overcoming the mindset of ation.

“It samind ... it' sgoingtotaketime, lotsof
time” hesad.

Getting used to the cold winters herein Kosovo can
be challenging enough. For Cdero, antive of New York
but resident of Texas, the cold seemed unbearable.

“For mysdif, the change of dimate” hesaidwashis
biggest chdlenge here. “The heavy snow, the cold.”

Hehes't beenin New Y ork since 1989 and
everywhere he' sdeployed tointhe Army hasbeen “hot.”

At some point the conversation drifted to home and
wheat they looked forward to most. Reuniting with loved
onesandjust being hometinkering around the house,
even painting picket fencescameup.

“WEell, I"'mlooking forward to heading homeand
getting back together withthewife,” Anderson said. He
and hisfather have planstotileafloor in hishouse. But
Anderson and hiswife have abigger project.

“(Well) eventualy pick upwhereweleft asfar as
adopting achild, kind of get thingsgoing again,” hesaid.

It' sdl part of alarger share of the American Dream
that Anderson and hiswifewant. Thewhite picket fence,
apple piesbaking in hiskitchen oven, two carsinthe
garage and, “two-and-a-haf kids, you know?’ he asked.

Eventhough KosovoisVa’ shome, heexpressed
the same gods. Hisdreamsarelike Andersons.

“Get married, build ahouse, finish (my) college
degree, and buy (a) car,” hesaid.

Withthat, the conversation started to end, but
Anderson wanted to say one morething.

“By theway, that gpple piewill be madefrom
soratch,” hesaidwithasmile.

TFF NCO/Soldier of the Quarter

Staff Sgt. Kevin C. Smith, B Co., 10th L TF, second
from left, and Spc. CassandraM. O’ Neil, 209th
MP Co.(TF 504th MP), second from right, were
honored as the Task Force Falcon NCO/Soldier of
the Quarter during aceremony held & the North
Town DFAC on January 26th. Both Smith and

O’ Neil werepresented with Army Achievement
medasand a TFF Coin by TFF Commander, Brig.
Gen. Keith M. Huber (pictured far l€ft). They were
a0 presented with acomplete Army PT uniform
complimentsof AAFES. Command Sgt. Mg. Ted
Walker, TFF Command Sergeant Mgor, joined
Huber in presiding over the ceremony (caption and
photo by Spc. Taylor Barbaree/131st MPAD).
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TFF Falcon HHC bundsland

by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

It is nothing new that KFOR gives
classesto TMK soldiersthat enhance their
search and rescue skills, but Task Force
Falcon 10th Mountain Division Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Company, out of
Fort Drum, N.Y ., went alittle further than
expected when asked to give asession on
landnavigation.

The TMK had already received some
instruction about land navigation froma
previous rotation, but wanted to know
more, so HHC went asfar as constructing a
land navigation course which opened Jan.
23.

The course serves dual purposes,
explained 1st Sgt. George Bealonis, Task
Force Falcon HHC first sergeant. “We put
itoutsoall U.S. troopscan utilizeit, aswell
asthe TMK soldiers. Once we are gone,
they can continueto teach othersthe skills
they have learned on the course we built
them.”

Also, TFF has“alot of soldiersthat
are passing the promotion board over here
in Kosovo, and they need PLDC to actualy
keep their sergeant stripeson,” said
Bealonis. When they actualy go through the
land navigation course a home for PLDC,
they will definitely be successful if they do

navigation cour se

well here, he explained.

“Thecourseis
shorter andsmaller,
lessareatowork in,
but more challenging
because of the terrain
and al the extragear
our guys have to wear
that is not required at
home,” said First Lt.
Joseph Evans, HHC
10th Mtn. Div.

The course took
atotal of aweek to put
together with the help
of Bealonis, Evansand
the rest of the head-
quarters company.
They got engineer
pickets, dong with
plywood to make
signs, and ventured out
toplotall thepointsto
put on the map. “From
there we set out
breaking it down into different lanes for each team to go
through,” explained Evans.

Spc. Molly Jones/photo

First Lt. Joseph Evans, TFF HHC, hands over to TMK soldiers a map, compass and other accessories
needed for the land navigation course they built for the TMK soldiers to train on.

“They al didafantasticjob setting up this
course. | think it's one of the most difficult courses

The course not only has day lanes, but night lanesaswell.

It is broken down into different sections because some areas
are too dangerous to go through at night, according to Evans.

“Theterrain hereisvery tricky. Thiscoursewill bea
tremendous help to the TMK, and help our soldiers preparing
for PLDC shortly after redeployment,” said Bealonis.

I've ever seen, smply because of the rough terrain.
Everyonewill benefit greetly fromit.” said Com-
mand Sgt. Ma. Theodore Walker, TFF Command
Sergeat Mgor.

MARCH IS WOMEN'S
HISTORY MONTH

ﬁlw 5

Taek Force FRlcor
Writing Contest

Essay or Poem

THEME: WOMEN

RULES:

1. Word Limit: 800 on 1\2 x 11 papers

2. Must be written on word processor - double space

3. Include name, rank, unit, SS#, address, telephone and e-mail on cover
page. SSN only onall other pages.

4. Must bean original writing

5. Entréemust beat CBSMWR (South) no later than March 10th
6. Eligihility: Military Personnel, DOD Civiliansand Contractors

IDEAS:
Opinion of Womeninthe Military
- Woman/Women who influenced your life
- Womenin Politics
A Woman's Place

AWARDS

First place entry will be published in the” Starsand Stripes’ First and second
place entrieswill bepublishedin® The Falcon Flier“. All participantswill
receivean MWR T-shirt.

For moreinfo cdl Lillian Quehl at 781-3198.

Texas Two Steppin’

Capt. Charles DeVinner, information officer, 131st MPAD (Alabama Arnmy
National Guard), right, was solicited as a dance partner to one of the U.S Air
Force sTopsin Blue s performers, during one of the group’s country musical
sdlections. Topsin Blue, comprised of Air Force personnel, put on a two-hour show
entitled “ The Magic of Music” at the Camp Bondsted theater Jan. 25th for TFF
servicemambers. The event was sponsored in part by the KFOR MWR office
(caption and photo by Soc. Taylor Barbaree/131st MPAD).
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Reaxing inthedty tha

Journalist pens his experiences of Sofia, Bulgaria

by Spc. Terry Boggs
Staff Writer

A swirling fog hed settled over theland. Assambled &
Camp Bondsted Thester, teemingwith articipetion, st 118
ldes dl indviliandothing. Astheflegt of busespulled up,
preparing to teke usaway, wecould fed exatementinthear.
Our destingtion: Sofig, Bulgaria, for a4-day FMPPtrip.

A dday in departuredid nothing to hinder our pirits as
weboarded our repectivevehides All sharp objectswere
taken from us, to bereturned to when we get back from our
trip. Wetook our seetsand theadventurebegan.

Therideto Sofiatook about seven hours duringwhich
wed| engagedinour ownadtivities Somereed, somedept,
otherslooked at thescenery out thewindow. Thefogfol-
lowed usfor awhile, andthen mysterioudy dissipated. Asthe
hourswent by and Sofiacamedoser, theair inthebus
became more resless Wewerereedy to arive

Uponour ariva at theHotel Roding, we stepped off
thebusand collected our gear. Wewererdaxed fromthe
ride, but reedy torall. Thehotel loomed over usaswe
entered, and therewerestaff peoplewaiting, and eger tohelp
us Thereweredso friendly MPson hand to show uswhere
togonext.

TheRodinaisthetallest buildingin Sofig sandinga
mgedic 22 floorsup. The st wasefident and friendy, as
wequickly discovered. Thebdlboyswerehdpful onwhereto
go, therewasplenty of hot water and thehotd food was
fantadtic. Our hotel hed itsown bekery, which mede breed
and pegtrieson adally besis Each retaurant insdethehotd
hasits own kitchen, and the st&ff works overtimerto prepare
someof thefinest dishesavalablein Bulgaria A pedtarestar
rant will eso beopeninginddethehote intheneer future

Roomsareavailablein Sngles, doubles and gpartment
quites Thesoldiersof KFOR enjoy roomswhich, though are
smple aedeenand nicdy Szed. They indudeabethroom,
with sogp, shampoo and abathtub inevery one They dso
can mekeaccommodationsfor pousestovist. | wastold
therearedmost dwayssingerooms in caseyou want some
pvegy.
Thepriceof theroomindudesfree accessto mogt of
thehatd fadlities Thereisalarge, dean swvimming pod,
workout room, sauna, largejet pool tub, ping-pong, darts
and plenty of seetsto stretch out and rlax. For anomindl
charge, they dso offer atanning bed, professond messages,
and an Intemet center. They dso offer room savice

For theskiers thereisnow aBulgarian ki tripavaladle,
with trangportation provided to and from thehatd. | donot
havethefull information ontheski center, but | did bring beck
somebrochures Call a 5200 or stop by the PAOfor one. It
isdl writtenin Bulgarian, but it hesgreet pictures of theresort
onit.  only brought ahendful, soif you areseriousand wart

Spe. Terry Boggs/photo

Sofia is an ancient city, with many beautiful buildings and
plenty of things to see and do.

one, you should call assoonasyou can.

Wewent upgtars were briefed, and given our rooms
Thaseof uswith less patience ssmpled some of thelocal
beverageswhilewewaited. A bottleof loca beverage costs2
Lev (or about oneddllar) a thelobby bar. Someof the mixed

beveragesran 20 Lev, or about tendollars.

After theformdlities wewererdeased to do our own
thing. | chaseto dineonthe22ndfloor a anexquistdy
decorated restaurant with arefined ambience. Themed was
ddidious and despitethelush surroundings ressongbly
priced. Theview of Sofiaat night outsidethewindow was
gorgeous Lightsshoan fromofficebuildings homesand
factoriesasthenight sky reveded adisplay of gars andthe
lack of foggy weether dlowed usto view the penoramaof the
dtyanight.

After afebulousdinner our groupwasachingto see
omeof Sofig, 30 we ventured downdtairsand hed the
bdlboy summon ataxi. Someof theather soldierswere
dreedy rdaxinginthecomfortablechairsinthespaciouslobby
and wereenjoying beveragesof their own. Theground floor
of thehotd waslarge and ornatdly decorated. The reoeption
desk wasround and brass-colored and somewhat busy for
11:30a& night.

Theceb arived shortly theresfter and wedimbed in.
Thoughthedriver did not speek much Englishexognt ‘dollars
and ' quickly’, wewereabletotdl mwherewewanted to
0. Mog of thedestinationsin Sofiaarewithinacertanredius
and should not cost morethan 5lev, or about $2.50. Tipsarg,
of course, not induded but should be offered.

Thecabridewasshort andenjoyable.

During our briefing, weleamed of morethan 2-dozen
placeswhereweweredlowedtogowhileinthedty. There
wereseverd restaurants Irish pubsand casnosthere, aswell
asother establishmentsthat provided varied formsof enter-
tanment. (Thehotd casinoisdased for now, but thereare
othersinthearea. The Princesswasagood placetogo.)
Most placesinsdetheboundary weredlowed by KFOR
policy tovist.

Everybody hed gonetherr ownway, but weweredl
requiredtoreturn and signinby 3am. Althoughwehad not
departed until 11:30 p.m., weslill hed enoughtimetoenjoy
oursdves and forget about work.

Breskfat issarved every day until 10am., andis
indudedinthepriceof theroom. Themorming med was
savedinthelovdy Winter Garden restaurant and induded
wonderful cheeses, ddidious pedtries (beked freshright inthe
hotdl bekery), and other dlectableitems It redefined conti-
nental bregkfagt, asweknow it, and took it toahigher level.

After breskfast wewent shoppingand hed blast. We
took ataxi totheunderground mdll, akind of fleamarket
whereyou cansdect fromavariety of different items from
dathing to souvenirsand nat pay alat of money for them.
Lesther goods are chegp, around $90 for afull-length jacket.

Whileoutsdethehatd you may wishtoleaveyour
wallet inyour roomand cary your money inafront pocket.
There have been known to be pickpockets around town, and
they aresaid to bevery good a whet they do.

Sdfiaisavery dddty withalot of history behindit.
Therearequiteafew historicd and culturd placestovist, for
thaseof youwho areculturaly minded. Aswemadeour way
throughtown, it reminded meof many other largedities| hed
beenin. Thesrestswerelad out in bricks, asmany Europeen
city streetsare. Peoplewent about their business despiteour
obviouspresence, and thefact thet wewere American
tourigs

Thesregtswerefull of people, sometryingtomekea
livingby getting ustopart with our lev. Someplayedinsru-
ments, such astheviodlin or begpipes Othersweremore
forward, coming right up to usand asking usfor money. One
ledy, who! cdll the* Preizd Lady’, offered usthe opportunity
totake her picture, then wanted cash for the privilegeto do so.
Shemust havethought shewes Cindy Crawford. After we
forked acouple of lev over for the pleeaure, she offered usa
pretzd. | think shemedeoutwdl.

Dozensof andent buildingswere scattered throughout
thedity, omeasold as 1,000 years Sofiaitsdf dated back to
7th century B.C., making it morethan 2500 yearsold. And
dthough somenewer sructuresprovided adightly modem
look, therewasno denying how long thisplacehad been
there

This statue of Sofia stands guard over the city. It was named in the 14th centur

Thename Sofiameans* wisdom' andthisaity cartanly
seamed to bear thename quitewd . It possessed acartain
essencewhich ssemed to convey yearsof hisory and gaveit
apersordity dl itsown.

Thet eveningweaedinner & Rio sBrazlianresaurart,
and werequiteimpressed with everythingwesaw and tested.
Itwas cartainly amed to remember. Afteward, wetook in
somemoredf thedity a night, andthenwent tobed fora
short but comforteblenight’ sdeep.

Thenext day wasarepeet of thepreviousone, except |
took acamerathistime Wetried toget tobed early, but das
wereungbleto for somestrange reason. Maybeit was
becausewewere having too much fun.

Thetrip back wasabout the same astheoneout, but it
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grows, but never ages

Rio’ s offers exotic mix of atmosphere and cuisine

Spe. Terry Boggs/photo

1 the 14th century after the church Sveta Sofia.

didn'tssemas long. | wastired, but fdt refreshed. | reflected
onthepest few daysandal | had experienced. | wishit could
havelasted longer, but duty called.

Aswearived at Camp Bondsted, | wasamazed & the
different weether. Wewent from sunshinebeck tofog again.

If youarethinkingabout going, whether tordax and
reed abook inyour room, dinea finerestaurants, or just
haveaplanddgoodtime thistripoffersitdl andishighly
recommended for everybody. Y ouwill not regret it

For moreinformation ebout the Sofiatrip, cdl Wavely
Tynesa 4217. For information on the hatel, you may wish to
vigt thar website at http:/Mwww.rodinabg For morepidiures
of theHotd Rodinaand Rio's seethe TH- website athttp:/
www iffelconhausareur.amy.mil.

by Spc. Terry Boggs
Staff Writer

SOFIA, Bulgaria— Welcometo Rio’s. Y our
evening begins with adelicious, fresh salad in an
exotic atmosphere. Y ou are then served wonder-
fully cooked meats by friendly, efficient waiters,
whose sole purposein life is to make you happy.
During dinner, you are entertained by live guitar-
ists, and brought as much as you care to eat.
After dinner you are offered cigars and brandy,
while live dancers perform for your pleasure.

No, you are not in South America, and you
are not dreaming. You are in an authenic Brazilian
Restaurant, a place where fine dining meets
impeccable service, and everybody there works
to make your dining experience the best ever.

Rio’s, located in downtown Sofia, is a must-
visit on your FMPP trip thisrotation. From the
moment you enter the door you are greeted by a
friendly staff who will show you to your table,
pull your chair out for you and provide almost
immediate service.

You are offered a menu, from which you can
choose one of several dishes, including what
would seem to be a meat sample platter. A com-
plete bar provides you with most anything you
desireto drink. You are then invited to sample the
fresh salad bar, which features such mouth-
watering items as Bulgarian cheese and Greek
black olives.

Once you finish your salad, your plates are
quickly cleared and the first course of meat is
brought out. Do not be shy, take as much as you
like, but remember, there is plenty more coming.
At least six to eight different kinds of meat are
served, including duck hearts and babyback ribs.
All are grilled to perfection.

During your meal, you are treated to music
by live guitar players, who will come perform at
your table for your enjoyment.

After you finish your entree, as you sit and
poke at your belly, you will notice a humidor
containing Cuban cigars being brought to your
table and offered to you. If you accept, you will
enjoy a unique show consisting of the lighting and
placing of the cigar in asnifter of brandy, then
into your mouth. Y ou never haveto touch it,
except to enjoy.

Then, asif thiswere not enough, you will
then be entertained once again; thistime by a
small band of Cuban dancers. The dressis
exotic, as are the dances they perform. If you are
lucky, one of them may actually invite you to
come join them in their dance.

As adining experience it was incredible.
And the cost? Y our basic dinner: about $12.
Cuban cigars started out at $20. Exquisite ser-
vice: included free. All entertainment: also free.
Enjoying possibly one of the best meals of your
life with good friends: absolutely priceless.

— Editor’s note: The following commentaries were
written by TFF's webmaster and Falcon Flier staff
writer Soc. Terry Boggs during his four day FMPP to

Sofia, Bulgaria.

Spc. Terry Boggs/photo

Soldiers enjoy a meal at Rio’s Brazilian restaurant located in downtown Sofia.
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Finally some answersto your tax questions

by Pfc. Tiffanie Tribble
TFF Legal Office

When| weasfirg told | hedto
fileatax reumwiththel RS | immedi-
ady pictured peopledressed in dark
dothing, comingtosdl dl of my prized
possessonsand sdlingmy hometothe
highest bidder. | became so terrified by
thisnightmarel cregtedinmy mind, that |
hed become ovewhdmed and intimi-
dated a thethought of filingareumon
myown.

Tax seeson can cartainly bea
frugtrating time, and even moreso for
meany of theyounger soldiers who may
befilingaretumn for thefirgt time. How do
youfigureout how muchincomeyou
have earmned, what typesof incometo
report, whichformstouse, or evenif you
havetofileareuminthefirst plaod
Thereareansversout there The Tax
Center, Bldg 1340A intheLegd Asss
tance Office, located & Camp Bondsted,

A: Eachfilinggausisligedinthechart onthe

right. Itiscruad thet you undersand and
choosethe correct filing Satus Each ddusis
taxed differently. Toinsurethet youarenot
paying unnecessary taxes, pleesereedthe
fdloning carfully:

Y ou (thetaxpayer) are consdered to meet the

qudificationsof eechfiling satusif onthelest
day of theyeer theeither of thefallowing
bulletsapplies

1Snge

-You were never married.

-Y ouwerelegaly separated, accordingto
gatelaw, under adecresof divorceor
sgparate mantenance

2 Mariedfilingajoint retumn.

-Married and livetogether ashusband and
wife

-Livetogetherinacommon lav mariage
recognized in by the getethewhereyou now
liveor wherethemarriage began.
-Marriedandliveapart but arenct legdlly
separated.

-Separated under aunder ainterlocutory (not

Youmustfileareturn if
Filing Status your gross income was at

least:
Single $7,450
Marriedfilingjointly $13,400
Marriedfiling separately $2,900
Head of Household $9,500
Qualifying Widow(er) with
dependent child “ltELl

This chart only applies to most people under the age of 65, who cannot be claimed as a

dependent on another persons return.

the cogt of the upkeep of ahome thet the de-
pendent childresdedintheentireyesr.

Q: Who can bedaimed asadependent?

A: Claiming someoneasadependent onyour
tax retum ettities you to an exemption for thet
person, which lowers your taxeble income.

Mexiao?

A childisusudly condderedtobearesident
of thecountry thet theparent resdes.

3. Canheshefileasgparaereum?
Youcanatfileajaint reumwith thisperson
onlytodamarefund, if they couldfilesspa:

isequipped with trained tax voluntears; findl) divorce deoree Therearetwo types of exemptions persond  ratdy andnatincur any tax lighility.

and plenty of resourcestoget answersto  -Spousedied during theyeer and you have and dependent. Theexemptionamountforbath 4. How much grossincomedidhe/sheean
your quesions Each unit hesadfficer a not remaried. isthesame $2,900. However, differentrules  in2001?

eech of itscompany levesthet were 3. Mariedfilingasgparateretum. gpply for ech exemption. Y ou cannat dam someonewho grossed or
designated asyour first point of contact (Taxpayers can choose to file ssparate retun Youmay damthepersond exemptionfor  exoseded the exemption amourtt.

for eny questionsthat you have, and evenif onegoousehasnoincome) yoursdf, aslong asyoucamnatbedaimedasa 5. Did | provide more then hdf of hisher
inswrethat you havedl the paperwork 4. Heed of Household depandentonsomeonedEsreum Inthiscass,  total support thisyear?*

necessay tofileardum a the Tax Youmust besingle(divorced, or legdlly sspa- - you cannot daim theexemption for yoursdlf,  Compareyour totd contributionsto the e+
Cata. rated)* and have paid morethen hdf theex-  eveniif thepersonwho coulddamyoudoes  tireamount of support he'sherecsived from
Thefdlowing aeansverstosome penditures necessary to upkegpahome, if itis  notexerdsethisright. Youmay sobeableto  al sources If you provided morethan half
commonly asked questionsto get you consdered to be the main home. (If youare  daimyour soousss parsond examption Aslong  of thetota support, andyoumet dl thepre-
Harted. mariedwith dependertt children, youmay dso  asyour spousecannat bedamedonsomeone  viousreguirements thenyoumay damthis
Q: Whomust filetaxes? beabletofileunder theheed of housshddsa  dsgsretumn and you were married beforethe  person as a dependent.

A: Todetleminewhether or notyou tus). * legt day of the year. Your spouse canlonger - Wherecan | find moreinformation?
must filearetum, usethechart bdow. 5. Qudlifying Widow (&) with Dependent Chil- - daim their own exemption eveniif they filea wwwirsgovisoverfloningwithirfommetion,
Firg find your filing getuset theend of dren separate retumn. aswedl ssthecurrent yearsfederd anddate
2001, if your grossincome (dl taxable In order tofileunder thisstatus, your spouse To daim someoneasadependent youmust  tax formsandinstructions:

incomein theform of money, goods mugt haveduring 1999 or 2000 andyouhave  answer thesequedtions TheTax Canter will beginprovidingsmple

proparty, and savices evenif eaned
outsidetheUnited Sates) isequal toor
morethen theamount shown for your
status, then youmust fileargum.

Q: What ismy filing satus?

not remarried beforethe last day of 2001, and
wouldhavebeenentitied tofileajoint reumfor
theyeer of thepouses desthand haveachild  year or beof blood relation toyou.

thet qudlifies as your dependert for theyear. 2. Washeg/shefor any pat of theyear, aU.S
Youmust dsohavecontributed morethenhdlf  citizenresdent or a resdent of Canada or

1. Issheheamember of my househald?
Thisparsonmust havelivedwithyoutheentire

tax sarvices toindude E-filing, beginning
February 4, 2002. Clientswill beseen by
gppointment only. TheTax Canter will dose
on April 15th soplantocomeinearly and
avodtherush.

* Special restrictions apply.

New DoD system allows servicemember s
opportunity to visit pay accountson-line

by Capt. David L. Gardner
10th Soldier Support Battalion

The Employee/Member
Self Service (E/MSS) allows
Department of Defense
(DoD) to access their pay
accountsonline 24 hoursa
day, 7 days aweek. E/MSS
allows users to review or
make changesto their Federal
tax information, financial
allotments, home or corre-
spondence address, and direct
deposit or electronic funds
transfer (EFT) information.

One benefit of EIMSSis
the ability for all usersto
view and print their LES
online. E/MSS can display

the current plus prior two LESs.
In most cases, the electronic
LESwill be available up to two
days prior to the pay date. E/
MSS eliminatesthe long wait
for the Leave and Earnings
Statement (LES) to seethat an

action was processed. Operating

in anear real-time environment,
E/MSS allows users to go back
into the system a few days later
and actually see that their pay-
roll record has been updated.
DoD employees and military
members must have a Personal
Identification Number (PIN) to
use E/MSS.

Visit the Finance Office or
the DFAS home page at
www.dfas.mil/emss.

Condder TSP for additional retirement needs

by Capt. David L. Gardner
10th Soldier Support Battalion

TheThrift SavingsPlan (TSP)
began on Oct. 9, 2001 for members
of the uniformed services. Thiswas
thefirst period for service members
to participate in the program. The
window to register closed Jan. 31,
2002. Unregistered service members
are ableto register during future open
seasons. There are two open seasons
held each year: May 15 through July
31 and Nov. 15 through Jan. 31.
Thereisaso a60 days grace period
for soldiers who entered active duty
after December 8. 2001. Members of
the uniformed services participate
under mogt of the same rules and
receive the same benefits as civilian
TSP participants.

KFOR service members may
enroll inthe program by filling out the
TSP Form (TSP-U-1) at their servic-
ing Finance Office. Service members

may €lect to contribute basic pay,
incentive pay, or specia pay (including
bonuspay) tothe TSP. They must
contribute basic pay to be eligibleto
contributeincentive pay or specia pay.
The new 2002 Leave and Earning
Statement (LES) has areasto reflect the
members’ involvement in the program.
Theblocks are located directly above
the“REMARKS’ areaof the LES. The
four entitlement categories are: Base
Pay, Specid Pay, Incentive Pay and
Bonus Pay.

There arefive different types of funds:
(2) Government Securities Investment
(G) Fund

(2) Fixed Income Index Investment
(F)Fund

(3) Common Stock Index Investment
(C) Fund

(4) Smal Capitalization Stock Index
Investment (S) Fund

(5) International Stock Index Invest
(Please see THRIFT page 14)
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‘Greats of the Gridiron’ vist Task Force Falcon during MWR morale call

by Staff Sgt. Michael P.
McCord
Press Section NCOIC

CAMPBONDSTEEL—
To someone younger than 30
yearsold, the names might not
ring abdll of remembrance. For
thelittle bit older sect of Nax
tiona Football Leaguefan, the
namesareingtantly recognizable.
TheDalasCowboys Charlie
Waters, and the Washington
Redskins , Mark Mosdley,
visited Multi-Nationa Brigade-
East’s Camp Bondsted and
played host to anight of skill,
football triviaknowledge and
autograph Sgning.

“We started on January
9thin Sargevo,” said‘ Skins
long time place-kicker, Mark
Mosdey. “We vebeento Tuzla
and now we'rehereinthe
Kosovo area for four days” he

v

B9 %

with several mgjor corpora-
tionsintheUnited Sates.

Football wouldn't
possessthefallowing it has
withoutlong standing
rivariesbuilt uponthe
blood, sweat and bad
offidatingcdls A prime
1 exampleof anNFL rivary
has been the Redskins
versusthe Cowboys.

To an amchair
quarterback fromtheold
school mentality of anything
goeson afootball Sunday
afternoon, putting two
former members of heeted
rival teemstogether on the
sameprogranwould
gppear to belooking for
trouble.

Notinthiscase.

Both men are easy
going and personable,
engaging each soldier who
gpproached themwitha

sad.

aminiatureartificia turf footbell
field, orange pylon conesfor an
obstacle course and automobile
tires hanging from arope for apassing accuracy contest.

Waters and Mosdley addressed the crowd of
soldierswho had come to see the former football stars.
Themen recaled their careers, their persond highlights
and shared stories of how men and women back inthe
sateswanted them to tell the soldiershow proud the
country wasof them.

Charlie Waters spent his career with the Cowboy's
knocking folks down from anumber of playing positions.
Hisroleinthe'D’ sarted asafree sofety. A defendve
spot he sarted at for thefirst few years. Later he played
cornerback and his persond favorite—strong sefety.

“Strong safety wasthe position | ended up being an All-
Proa,” Waters sad. “Nineteen seventy-five was agreat
year for me personaly and our team had aredlly good run
thet year,” he said. “Wewent to the Super Bowl asa
wildcard team. Wedidn't win it though, —Fittsburgh
did,” hesaid. “That wastheLynn Swanngame,” Waters
winced. Swann made severd circuscatchesin that game,
which helped, put Dalasaway.

Both men looked like they could il strap it up and
run onto thefield and offered coaching tipsduring the
kills competition. Thefirst contest wasthe passing
accuracy one, inwhich the participant was alowed three
atemptsto throw the ball through atirein the neighbor-
hood of 10 or 15 yards away.

The crowd got into it and cheered each pigskin
plinker asthey tried their hand a it. They received agift
fromthe MWR teamjust for trying their luck.

Southside Gym. Waters and Moseley were on hand to talk to soldiers stationed at CBS and helped with football related
competitions staged at the gym.

“Lookslikeyou' vegot agreat group of soldiers
who are doing aredly finejob over here” sad Mosdey.

Mosdey wasreferring to their professiona military
sills

Moseley’ s career panned dmost 18 yearsinthe
NFL. The PhiladelphiaEaglesdrafted himin 1970. “I
played with them for awhile and later kicked for the
Houston Qilers. | started my kicking for the Washington
Redskinsin 1974 and finished my professional career with
the Cleveland Brownsin 1986,” hesaid. “I guessmy
clamtofameisthat I'mtheonly kicker to thenamed the
league s“Most VauablePlayer.” | guessmost of theguys
admired that because that’ s one guy out of 1,600 players.
It usualy goesto aquarterback or someoneof that
stature, but in 1982 | had alot of opportunitiestowin
football games, and so they named methat player,”
Mosdley said. “| fed very honored to have hed thet,” he
sad.

A taented cast on that team surrounded Mosdley. “|
played with Joe Theisman, John Riggins, “thehawgs’ (big
linemen), Art Monk and Darrell Greene, —who' sill
playing,” said Mosdley. Y ounger fanswill remember Joe
Thelsman today asan ESPN football persondity. “ Joe
was my holder for 12 years and we got along grest,”
Mosdley added.

Nowadays Mosdley isbusy with aweskly tlevision
show intheWashington, D.C. areacdled, The Redzone
Report. It' stelevised year round. Herecently openeda
restaurant in Virginiaand does dlient rdaionship work

smileand football talk
during the autograph
session.

Whilesgningauto-
graphsthetwolooked on
astheagility drill competi-
tion was underway. Similar to abackpedd drill; contes-
tantswere required to move backwards from one cone
and to the starting point and do it faster than anyoneelse.

“Wedidn'twork that hardinour owndrills”
Waterslaughed as hewatched the action. The crowd
cheered loudly for each backpedaling soldier asther turns
cameup.

Football talk filled the air during the signing session.

“My most memorable moment was standing onthe
sddinesafter thegamein 1977, when we beat Denver in
the Super Bowl,” said Waters. He hed the fortune few get
to experience—he played in five Super Bowlsin hisfirst
eight yearswith the Cowboys. Heretired after the 1982
season and went into coaching with the Broncosfor eight
years. He dso coached at the University of Oregon for a
year. He now works with a private company who manu-
factures power generator stations.

Staff Sgt. Dave Nicholes, 560th Military Police Co.
and assignedto ASG, Customs, participatedinthetrivia
contest where right answers moved a contestant five
yardstoward the god linein theturf mini-field. “ Thiswas
great,” said Nicholes. Though Nicholesdidn’t scorea
touchdown, hewasn't disappointed. “ I lovedit,” he
laughed.

Getting to meet afootball great up close meant
something to these people. “I' ve heard of Watersbefore,
but I’ ve never had the chanceto seehim,” the Customs
soldier added.

Saff Sgt. Michael McCord/photo
T_he staff of MWR hajthe Mark Moseley, (left) former Washington Redskins place-kicker, and Charlie Waters, former All-Pro defensive back with
Southside Gym decked out with  the Dallas Cowboys, keep the 'Skins and the 'Boy's rivalry alive as they play tug-of-war with an MWR football at the

(COL. SAUL continued from page 4)

Lexington. A few of those early patriotsinclude:
...Cato Stedman, Cuff Whittemore, Cato Wood,
Prince Estabrook, Ceasar Ferritt, Samuel Craft,
Lemuel Haynes, and Pomp Blackman. At the Battle of
Bunker Hill, Peter Salem fired the shot that killed
British Major John Pitcarin of the Roya Marines.
Pitcarin was the second in command of British Forces
during theclash a Lexington. At least one Black,
Caesar Brown, died at the battle of Bunker Hill.

Throughthecourseof Americanhitory, thegtary of the
War for Independencerightfully remainspreaminert. Insong,
sory, verseand painting, theimeges of thesruggleremain
powerful. Oneof themogt Sgnificant and famous paintingsis
thedepiction of Generd George Washington and thecrossing
of theDdawareRiver. Itisconsdered oneof themost
recognized paintingsintheworld. Thepantingwasthework
of theGamanartist Emmanud Leutzeandwascompletedin
1851 Thecanvastdlsthesinglemost ritica eventinour
nationshiory. On Chrismeasnight, 1776, Washingtonand the
Continental Army launched asurpriseattack againgt the British

a Trenton, New Jersey. Besidesthefather of our country,
therearethreeother famousAmericansin the painting: James
Monroe, another future president; Henry Knox, thefather of
the American Artillery; and Rince Whipple, afresd Black
mean. Heisthethird man back from theprow, andisseen
pullingontheoar & Washington' sknee WhipplewasaBlack
patriot who hesbecomeaminor legend of the Revalution. As
an ealy biographer said of him, “ Prince Whipplewasbomin
West Africa Hewasthe son of wedthy parents. When about
tenyearsof age, hewassant by them, in compeny witha
oousin, toAmericatobeeducated. Andder brother had
returned four yearsbefore, and his parentswere anxiousthet
their child should receivethe samebenfits Thecgptainwho
brought thetwo boysover proved atreacherousvillain, and
caried themto Batimore, wherehesoldthem asdaves
Generd William Whipplebought Princeoff theblodk and
took Princeto hisnative New Hampshirewhere heworked
for theWhipplefamily. Theirony hereisthat Generd Whipple
wasoneof thesgnersof the Dedaration of Independence.
PrinceWhipplewasgranted hisfresdom during theRevolu-

tionary wer. After thewar hesettledin Portsmouth, New
Hampshirewherehedied a theage of 32 leavingawidow
and children. Today, inPortsmouth New Hampshire, Prince
Whippleiscdebrated asalocd hero.

Whipplewasnot theonly Black soldier tocrossthe
DdavareRiver withtheContinenta Ammy that night. Another
prominent fresdmen sarvedintheranksthat Chrigmastime,
Oliver Cromwel dsofought inthebettleof Trenton. Thereis
evay likdihood thet thereweremorethanjust thesetwo
Black patriotswho participeated in Generd Washington' sgrest
urpriseatack on Trenton.

Thereare countless Black heroes of the Revalution.
They mademgjor, Sgnificant contributionsto the defeet of the
BritishArmy, andesteblishment of liberty. Sedly, they did not
redlizetheir own persond freedom. It would bealong, and
often bitter, srugdleagaingt marty opponentsbefore African+
Amaicanswould gain acogptance, freedom and liberty.

Ameicansenjoy arichhiary, filledwith heroeswho
gavethar livesfor libaty. | trus weareworthy of their
sacrifices and thet we commemorate those adts
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TF 2-14 Infantry performsdual mission during “Iron Fist”

by Sgt. Jamie Brown =
Senior Editor ! i

BAJROVIT,
Kosovo— U.S.
KFOR units showed
their versatility here on
Jan. 22 as they per-
formed two missions
simultaneously in this
small, isolated com-
munity. Asmedical
personnel held a
MEDCAP (Medical
CivilianAssistance
Program) in the middle
of the village, giving
medical care to the
local population,

members of the TF 2-
14 Inf. (10th Mountain
Division, Fort Drum,
N.Y.) searched the
village and its surrounding area, for
illegal weapons.

This mission was part of Op-
eration Iron Fist, acoordinated
effort which utilized more than
3,000 soldiers from all five Multi-
National Brigades, who carried out
simultaneous search operations
across the province. The intent of
the mission was to disrupt criminal
and extremist operations in Kosovo.

What made the mission here
different from the others in Opera-
tion Iron Fist, was that it combined
two missionsin one, with the
MEDCAP and the search.

“We're doing aMEDCAP,”
said Spc. Christopher Adler, a
medic with the 2-14th. “We came
out here to do amission to look for
weapons, and illegal activity. And
we're out here, also, providing a
MEDCAP for these people. It's
gone well. We're having a larger

turn out than we expected, which is
good.”

When the day was over, 34
villagers had their medical needs
attended to, according to Capt. Jeff
Alden, the provost doctor for TF 2-
14.

“We set up an area of opera-
tions right here, and brought out our
box of medicines, saw the local
populace and helped them with
minor medical needs,” Alden said.
“There was a gentleman who had
recently broken hisleg, and we gave
some pain medicine, helped him
rewrap a foot, because he was
having complications from the cast,
and we gave him some medical
advice. Unfortunately, we weren’t
able to take off his cast, but we
made sure he’ d be able to go in and
get some help. We took care of
some folks with some colds, and
headaches and that sort of minor

medical care. We had one family, in
atough situation with some chronic
medical problems, and we're going
to make arrangements for them to
get hooked up with aregular doctor
inthe area.”

At the sametimeas Alden and
his medics were helping the villag-
ers, soldiers from TF 2-14 were
searching the area for weapons, and
possibleillegal activity.

“We're conducting a perimeter
search,” said Staff Sgt. Ernest
Rodriguez, a squad |eader with A
Co., 2-14th. “We're looking for
weapons caches, and any other
items that someone might want to
smuggle. That could be used by
people to hurt other people, so
we're going to find it and confiscate
it.”

“Today we' re doing a perim-
eter search to search for cisterns
and possible weapons caches,” said

St JanieBroerpholo

Members of 1st Platoon, A Co. TF 2-14 Inf. patrol the area near Bajrovit, Kosovo. The patrol was searching for illegal
weapons during Operation Iron Fist.

Pfc. Shawn Staggs, an
automatic rifleman,
with A Co., 2-14th
“Thisis my second
timeout. | enjoy it. It
allows usto get out
into the countryside,
and see some of the
area. The importance
of looking for weapons
caches and demolitions
isto prevent racial and
ethnic violence.
There'saslimmer
chance of the possibil-
ity of aresurgence of a
civil war.”

Even though no
weapons were found
here, several soldiers
thought the mission
was a Success.

“Here | get to go
out and help people
who really need help,
folks who don’t have good
healthcare otherwise, folks who
don’'t have access to a lot of things,
and we help provide that for them,”
Alden said. “It's avery nice feeling.
If feels good to help folks out.
We're able to do some real good,
and help some people, and make a
difference. We provide things that
otherwise wouldn’t be provided.”

Another soldier, 2nd Lt.
Kristopher Skinner, 1st Platoon
leader with A Co., TF 2-14 agreed
that the day had been a success.

“Even though we didn’t find
any (weapons) the mission was still
useful for several reasons,” Skinner
said. “We showed our presence, we
provided medical care for the
villagers, which was a good thing,
and we confirmed that there are no
weaponsin the area.”

Soldier’sArmy career takeshim from wr estling to peacekeeping

by Sgt. JamieBrown
Senior Editor

It'salong way from the wrestling
mats of Vermont to the mountain villages
of Kosovo, but thisiswhere hisjourney
inlife, and a 10-year career inthe Army
have taken him.

Sgt. Robert Gallipo, 29, normally
serves with Headquarters 2-15 Field
Artillery at Fort Drum, N.Y. whereheis
acompany fire support N.C.O. How-
ever for this deployment in Kosovo, the
native of North Clarendon, Vt. and
lifedlong resident of Rutland County is
atached to TF 2-14 Inf.

Gadllipogetsagleaminhiseye
when he talks about wrestling, asport in
which he excelled in high school, and
one he till carriesatorch for today.

“I wasawredtler al through high
school,” said Gallipo. “My wrestling was
pretty good, and | even continued
wrestling into my Army career. | il
wrestle. | just keep my ear open for
tournaments that come on post, and | go
to everyonethat | can. I'vewon all but
one so far.”

Theformer Marble Valey League
ChampfortheMill River UnionHigh
School Minutemen, Gallipo, wasaso

the post champ in prideinthejob
hisweight classa heisdoing here
Fort Richardson, in Kosovo, one
Alaska. Gallipo that he volun-
aso hinted that his teered to do.
wrestling prowess “1 volun-
hashelped himin teered, because
his military career. | ways wanted

“Whenwe to do areal-
practice hand-to- world mission,
hand combat it and the opportu-
givesmethe nity struck in
upper hand,” Kosovo, so |
Gallipo sad raised my hand
chuckling. and volunteered

Althoughhe forit,” Gdlipo
takespridein his said. “I'vebeen
wrestling accom- over heresince
plishments, November 9.
Gallipo sad heis I'mbasicaly
extremely proud doing presence
of being asoldier. . patrols,

| like being Sgt. Robert Gallipo Sgt JamieBromn/phato. - medevacs and
inthemilitary, and 9" P I'musudly inthe
being a step above everybody else, TOC (Tactica Operations Center)

being able to do what | know most
peoplecannot,” Galliposaid. “I'm
proud of serving my country. All the
glory isbeing asoldier. | wouldn't giveit
up for anything.”

Gallipo also said that he takes

battle-tracking, monitoring radios,
making sure everything isrunning
smoothly.”

Accordingto Gallipo, histimein
Kosovo has been mostly positive,
athough homesickness does set in

sometimes.

“Thistour sofar hasitsupsand
downs,” Gallipo said. “I mostly enjoy
being out in the towns, and mingling with
the people, talking to them, getting to
know them. Thedown part of itisjust
being away from home and missing my
family, especidly my fiancé Gennifer
Alvarez.”

Ashe stood guard at aMEDCAP
(Medica Civilian Assistance Program) in
theisolated mountain community of
Bajrovit, Galipo said he enjoyed
performing alot of different missonsthat
he normally wouldn’t back at Fort
Drum.

“These (MEDCAPs) arealot of
fun. Y ou get to meet alot of people,”
said Gallipo. “They’ll comeask you
questions, and you get to mingle with
them. It snot exactly my job, butit'sa
change.”

Gallipo has come along way since
his days of pinning opponents on the
wrestling mats of VVermont, and athough
hestill enjoysthe sport, hehasgoas
beyond collecting more trophies.

“1 believel’mgettingoldfor
wrestling,” Galiposaid. “My goadsare
tofinish college, go to OCS, and finish
my career asan officer inthe Army.”
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Day of basketball bringschildren of K osovo together

by Spc. Bill Putnam
Staff Writer

CAMP MONTEITH— Players
wearing Spurs, Kings, Bullsand
Knicks jerseys run around the court
helter-skelter chasing a basketball,
swatting, bumping, laughing and
panting throughout the short game.

On the sidelines, coaches yell for
playersto pass the ball, or they call the
foulsthe referees don't.

What makes this game different is
the players. They are from different
ethnic groups: Romas, Albaniansand
Serbs all playing on the same teams.

Sometimesthe score of a
children’ s basketball gameisn’t impor-
tant. What' simportant isthat the
children play together peacefully.

On Jan. 26, 20 children, parents
and teachers from Kosovska
Kamenica, arrived at the Field House
here for an afternoon of basketball and
bridge building on Jan. 26.

Marina Jankovic played on the
Spurs team. She said she’s never
played basketball with Albanians until
today, but she has played with Roma
kidsin her neighborhood back home.

When asked if shewill play with
Romas and Albanians back home, she

replied: help of
“Yes, | will continue.” Jankovic.
Organized into four ethnically “1 spoke
mixed teams with acoach and trandla-  with the leaders,
tor, the day started with afree throw both the school
contest, adribbling contest and a directors and
three-point shooting contest. just emphasized
But the day’s main events were it'simportant as
the two 15-minute games of basket- leaders that they
ball. seetheidea (like
Therewasn't alot of passing. thisgame),”
Therewasn't even alot of dribbling. Romero said.
But there was some teamwork among ~ “They seethe

the players. That, to many, was
considered important.

“Sport has always been above the two
the politics. Kids don’t know the ethnicities
politics,” said Yugoslav Jankovic, a together.
physical education teacher in “Hopefully
Kosovska Kamenica. “They don’t there was a
know what the politicsis about. What  lesson learned
isimportant for them isthe game, here today, that

sport and gathering together.”
Indeed, games like this haven't

vision and use
that to bring to

was the whole
intent.”

happened since KFOR arrived here For those
three years ago. Most, if not all, of of you wonder-
these kids have only vague recollec- ing, the Kings
tions of the war that tore this province  beat the Spurs
apart. 6-4, and the
Capt. Chris Romero, ateam Knickslost to
leader with the 490th Civil Affairs the Bulls 6-0.

Battalion, organized the day with the

game.

Spe. Bill Putnanyphoto

Players from both sides congratulated each other on a well-played

TFF FlreAcademy preparesrecrwtsfor real-world missons

by Spc. Terry Boggs
Staff Writer

CAMPBONDSTEEL— Sitting
inconspicuoudy neer theflight linehere isa
large, metd building. From the outsideit
looks perfectly ordinary, metd walls, metd
roof, it gppearsto be madejust like any
other dwelling on the base.

Enter thedoor and stepinside,
however, and thereisaflurry of activity
going on. Peoplearerunning and cdling
out ordersto one another. Many are
gearing up; someare checking eguipment.
A group of four individuasare dready
suited up and on their way to their destina
tion.

They arrive, and taketheir places
outsideof adoor. From undernesth the
door, smoke billows. Thefour look at one
another, and one of them nods. Theone
closest to thedoor opensit, andinfiney
orchestrated unison, they dl enter, sngle
file

A few seconds later they emerge
fromtheroom, carrying aperson. They lay
theindividua ontheground and begin
CPR. A few secondslater, avoicecallsout
and the group get up to prepare for
evaluation.

Fortunately, thefirewassmulated,
andthevictim wasasuffed dummy. But
for the men and women of the Task Force
Falcon Fire Academy, thewholescene
may aswell had beenred, instead of a
traningexerdse.

FireAcademy traineesare serious
people on a serious misson. Once they
completether two month course, they will
befighting firesright hereon base

Martin Davila, TFF Fire Chief, wes
on hand to offer some information about
the Department and the trainees them-
sves

“Youwill find tenfirefighterson duty,
24 hours aday (at Camp Bondgted)”, said

Spe. TerryBoggs/photo

Fire fighter trainees at the Task Force Falcon Fire Academy gear up during a simulation at
the fire station on Camp Bondsteel recently. Trainees serve at CBS and are trained to fulfill
all of the normal duties of a regular firefighter.

Davila “Their work day startsat 0800,
and they work up till 2200 hours. During
thework day they perform al thetraining
they haveto perform, station cleanup, and
maintenance of vehicles At 2200 hours
they go updtairs and go to bed, then get
up a 0600 and prepare the station for the
next shift comingon.”

Martinadsoindicated thet thereare
two structural engines a Camp Bondsted,
each onecapableof extinguishingthe
largest projected possiblefire, which
happensto bethe DFAC. In other words,
the dining facility is supposed to bethe
largest firethat can occur on base, and
eech vehicleisableto take care of it. Each
vehidlecan carry 1,000 gdlonsof water,
which would then be supplemented by
local hydrants.

ThenthereisBig Ugly.

Big Ugly, accordingto Martin, is
gptly named and capable of carrying

2,000 gdlonsof water. Sttinginthestation
it may look ugly, but it would beamost
welcomesight in case of afire.

Martin dso explained how the
department is divided up. Each base gets
itsown group of firefighters, aswell asone
at the heedquarters, located at Brown &
Root facilitiesin Farizg. Thisis appropri-
ae, snce with the exception of the leaders,
all of themen and women of thefire
department are Brown & Root employ-
ees. Thestrangething about themisthat
noneof them have any previousfirefighting
experience. Don't let that makeyou
nervous, though. Each one of themisa
trained professond.

“Weddiver world classfire protec-
tion,” Martin added. “Weddiver that
through qualified firefighters, experienced
inspectorsand skilled instructorsthat are
ddivering qudity and redidic traning to
highly motivated host country

internationds.

The folks we were looking for had to
be between eighteen and thirty-five years
old,ingood hedlth, and they hadto go
through amedica examination, and an
initid interview. Intheinitid interview, you
hed to establish your ability to read, write
and spesk English.”

Thetest for thiswassimple, accord-
ingto Martin. They put the presentation
out for them, (in English of course) and a
the end of the presentation, they wrote“if
you areinterested in this position, please
stand up.” They went through roughly 300
people before somebody actudly re-
sponded. The reeson for this, he said, was
you need to be able to understand English
quickly so you can follow orders.

Oneof theuniquefacetsof this
academy isthe makeup of thetrainees
themselves They areamixtureof Serbians
and Albanians, two groupsthat have been
involvedin dvil conflict for many years Yet
everything seemed to becam asthe
studentswent about their business.

Pedro Torrez, Fire Academy Lead
Instructor, gave asimilar account. Accord-
ing to Torrez, the academy has 16 trainees
currently enrolled, six Serbian, two
Macedonian, and eight Albanian, andthere
hasbeen no trouble so far between any of
them. Thisisfortunatefor the thousands of
men and women who depend on them.

Thedepartment’ smissionisactudly
twofold. They train thefirefightersto put
out firesa the different campsin KFOR,
and then send them homein the hopesthat
they will taketheir experienceandtraining
with them. That way, if an emergency
developsamong thecivilian populace,
therewill be someknowledgeable profes-
sondson hand to ded withthecriss

Sorest easy, but becareful. For
though these fine men and women are
there to keep us safe, and hopefully we
will never haveto usethem.
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Pumpingiron

Fitness expert shares views on weightlifting, supplements and ephedrine

by Sgt. JamieBrown and ssethiswonderful product
Senior Editor containing ephedra, and sy |
nedtotoneupandgetdl
ripped up.” Soyougobuyit.
He'shig, srongand You reedtheminimum dosege
hedlthy, andif hessesyouinthe ontheback, and you dart
gym using bed weightlifting tekingit. | wouldtdl sldiers
techniques thereisagood beforeyou buy any weight-loss,
chencehewill st you draight. In or dietary typeproduct,
aweghtlifingworldfilledwith contaning ephedraor anything
misnfomationand myths dse, youreadthelabd, before
Warat Officer 1 Roy Rucker, you buy it, you put it back on
TFFACEG-2, SYSCOM theshelf, you get out of there
OIC, hestriedtoshinethelight and go do someressarchonthe
of truthon how soldierscan product. Find apersond trainer
reechtharr fitnessgodls or physicianandask them about
Rucker, an A-oatified thet product, and theingredients
persord trainer, oatified that arecontainedinthat
meseuseand certified ports product. Or gotothe FDA
srength trainer, hes been body websteandthey will explaindll
huilding and competinginbody thet stuff toyou. Onceyou
building contestsfor dmost 10 educate yoursdf, go beck and
years Over thistimeRucker has tdk tothephysdan, andyou
acquired alot of knowledge findoutif youhaveany kind of
about weight training, andhe contributediphote  NEBith problems;i.e heart
wentstoshareitwithhisfellow Warrant Officer 1 Roy Rucker works out in the gym. Rucker often extols the virtues of strength training to his fellow condition, highblood presure,
sdes soldiers. Y ¥ 9 9 agthma, or anything thet might
“Godgaveusd| abilities” causeany kind of adverse
Rucker said.“Your body isonly goingtolook  todo,” Rucker said. “If everyonecould eet likethey're reectionwhenyou usethat product. Thet's
acatanway. Your metebalism, how you're 2 Useproper form and technique-  supposedtoedt, they wouldn'tneedsupple:  thethingthet alot of soldiersaren’t doing.
goingto paformonadaly bess what you're  “Learn proper techniqueand posturefirgt, ments” Rucker Ad. “If you reanextreme They' renat trusing thehedlthand medicd
goingtolooklike Mythingis whenyousee  whichisvery important, becausewithout weightlifter or power lifter, and | domean sysem. They won't go seethephysdanto
peoplewhowant totry, epecidly inthe themyoucangotothegymandlifttonsand  extreme, getting the maximum pump out of find out: isit okay for meto tekethisproduct?
Army, | fed compdledtohdpthosepeople il look likeyou never lifted weight aday in your musdes draining them of evarything thet I"'vebeentaking productsthat contain
out. Andthat’ swhet | doonadaily besis” your life, and you canpossbly eduphurting  isinthem, supplementationisgoodtorestore  Ephedrinefor bout nineyears, | haven't hed
Rucker prideshimsaf inheping yoursdlf,” Rucker sad. “Soldersneedtobe  the pratain thet you need, the credtine thet any adverse effectswhatsoever, and |
soldierswhomay begettingbedinformation  concamed with comect fom. Youhaveguys  your body producesnaturdly toadmusde contributethat toeducation. I' vessenoldiers
fromother sources inthegymwhohavereedalat of megezines  recovery. If you'rejust anormd, average Joe  passout from using the produdt; they’ Il tekeit
“I'vesenovertheyearsthet thereare . sothey condder themsdvesprofessondsaor - that' sinthegymtotone, shepeand havea and then go overexart themsdlves It does

alat of ldiesthat areinteresed inweight
trainingand bodybuilding, but they redlly don't
know how, sothey reed megezinesand sse
different pictures and want to do thethings
they sseinthemagazines” Rudker said. “But
thestuff they seeinthemeagazines, only works
for those professondls, or so-cdled profes-
sonds whousedrugs Mot of thepeoplein
the megezines; thet' swhet they’ redoing, using
drugsto promote supplements and weght-
loss weight-gain products whichisabillion
ddllarindugtry. I'mtryingtoget soldierstosee
thet, you don't need tolisten to thet Suff. You
nead to get with apersond trainer, or
someonewho knowswhét they' redoing,
andtry tolearn about your body, because
thet' stheonly way to ssesomekind of gains
orimprovements”

Rucker has severd tipsfor those
gatingaweight-training program:

1 Haveaplan—"Beforeyouactudly
pick upaweght, learnwhat your body needs
todotogrow or toneor whatever youwant

catifiedtraners thet' snot . | sseguys
teking advicefrom guyswho redlly don't
know whet they’ redaing, dl thetime Those
arethekind of people! walk uptointhe
agym, and adudly st doan and gvethemmy
cedantids tdl themwho | am, and explain
cartainthingsto them, the correct way to do
things andif they dothingsthecorrect way,
howthey’' Il benefit fromthat.”

3. Usegood nutrition—"Hedthy
egtingisimportanttoo,” Rucker sad. “If
you relooking a aspedific god you haveto
know how to get there, vianutrition, because
nutritionisgoingtodlow your musdes dong
withthesimulusof weight traning, toget
wherethey can possibly go. Becauseyour
body hescartainlimitations you canonly look
likeyour body isgoingtoadlow youtolook,
without steraid use, which | don't promote”

Alongwiththetopic of nutrition,
however, comesthetopic of supplements,
likethekind thet canfill anentireaideinthe
PX.

moderatetypeworkout to stay in good
physica condition, food will work. Actully
supplementationisredly not needed. | see
those products, and | seesoldiersgetting
them, and you can seethelookson ther
faoes they'relooking for amagic pill, and it
just does't happenthat way. Thoseproducts
will work for youif your body nesdsit, but if
your body does't need it, then it sawaste of

Onesupplement thet hesbeen thetopic
of alot of discussonlaely isephedrine
Severd products contaning ephedrinewere
pulled fromtheshdvesof PXslocatedin
Kasovo, after it was determined thet the
supplement wasacontributingfactor inthe
injuriesof severd savicemembers

“Thething about Ephedting itisactudly
adeivativeof theactud ephedratheplant,”
Rucker sad. “It' sbeen pulled, becausethere
havebeenalat of incidentslatdy of people
using the product and not being educated
aboutit. Y ou can goinand reed amegazine

giveyoumoreenergy thanyoucould
probably ever want, and you useit, not
knowingyou havehighblood pressure, ora
heart problem, and thenext thing you know,
you'reonyour back. I’ ve ssen heart condi-
tionsandkidney failure I' veactudly wit-
nessed two peoplediefromit, frommisuse If
they hed been educated they would still be
dive”

If soldiershaveaquestion about
weightlifting Rucker ssid they should fed free
tocontact himontheglobd email here, or
viahiswebsite rucker’ srdicscom. Rucker
saidthet hewantsto sharethejoy of
weightifting with hisfdlow soldiers becauseit
hesmeantsomuchtohim.

“Working out promotesahedthy life-
dyle” Rucker said. “It hlpsyoufed better,
makesyou look better, and weas oldiers
nead to beinthebest of shepe. That' swhy
I"d recommend weight training, becauseit
promotes musde srength and growth. It
mekesyour whle life better”

(AID continued from page 1)

landing zone operations, Riverasad
thismiss onmakeshiscompany’ stime
worthwhile

“Toseeour soldiersdoing their
mission, they fed alot of pride, and | take
alot of pride seeing my soldierswork hard
and getting themission done,” hesaid.
“They' redoing whet their nation’scalled
uponthemtodo.”

Wednesday wasno different withfog
grounding theflight from Camp Bondstedl
to here, until midday. Themisson left for
the compound and went to work loading
up seven tonsof flour for the amdl village
of Lekbibgj. Three nets of flour were pre-
stacked and reedied for the next day as
nearly seven tons of food would be
delivered to thevillage of Margega

Thursday, would proveto bethelast
day of the mission. Thefog burned off
early, and the loaded helicopterstook off.
Once on theground, the dingloading of the
two Chinookstook just afew minutesdue
totheload s preparation, and the LZ was
quiet again asthe two birds raced toward
ther objective.

Evenwithall of thehardwork putin

by the soldiers, somefelt that they could
have done more.

“It' stoo bad we couldn’t have done
more,” Mg . Todd Guggisberg, 10thLTF
executive officer, said after the operation
ended, “but wefought thewesther and
timeand itsgood wedid what wedid.”

(THRIFT continued from page 10)

ment (1) Fund

All service membersare enrolled in
the G Fund initially, but may reallocate
funds and monitor their fund status on-

line. Enrolled memberswill receivea
personal identification number (PIN)
viathe United States Postal Service
after thefirst contribution. For current

members, the first contribution is end-

of-month January 2002. The PIN

alows online access for the members.
For more information on the

Thrift Savings Plan, visit our nearest
Finance Office or go online at http:/
tsp.gov/
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Your sacrifices are the ultimate acts of love

gplain ( .) Smon Obeng
Yy an
Saorifice has dways been apart of

humen habitation. Sacrificeshavebeen offered
inevary alitureandinevery generation, ather
tothe Supreme God, or to other intermediiar-
ies It hasawaysbeen bdieved thet, whenthe
mother earth, or aparticular river thet protects
the people, or the Supreme God who cregted
dl thingsisoffended, theonly thing thet can
recondleany of themishy offeing saificeto
them

However, srificesarenat only to
gppesse God, or thegods, or to avoid God's
punishment. Sarificesareofferedtoinvoke
God shlessings, or protection of thegods.
Saorifices can dso be offered out of lovefor
God. Abrahamweswillingto offer hisson
Issec asasarificeto God, out of lovefor
God; and God blessedhim (Gen 22:9-10).
Jesusoffered thesaorifice of himsdlf out of love
fortheworld (for humankind). Thiswastataly
out of theordinary, but it sseemsto methet he
took pridein doingit. To &firm hisunquestion-
ableand unconditiond lovefor us hepro-
damed,“ Noonehasgregter lovethen this to

lay donnongslifefor 1 humenbengs

onesfriends’ (o ']: Heweasencouraging them
15: 13). Chridians tomeke sacrificesin order tobe
bdievethet s {; fathful disiplesof his

Chrig diednotonly | Sometimesweask
toexpideor sns, j ! ousdves‘Isitwarthbeinghere
but hedied out of his ~H intheBakans? Inonessnss,
gresterlove == \veaetemptedtosay,itisnot
for us Heset = worthit. Sometimes sldiers
theaiteia oetlondy for leaving their

for goingto familiesfor uchalong

heaven. If we
receiveoneancther, we
receivehim. If wergect
oneancther, wergect

@ paicdoftime Theymiss
=, banghome they miss
beingwithther families

and friends | wes

him (Mt 25:31-46). takingtoayoung
Jesusknew thet it wes ldier from Fort

not going to beasessy Bragg, who was nemy
asitsounds; sohecdls married. Hemissadhis
ita“Cross’. “Whoever firg Chrigmeswith
wishestocomedfter me hisyounghride
must deny himsdif, teke Heisgoingto
uphis andfallow me’ misshis

(Mt 17:24). Inother daughter’ sfirg
words hewasencouraginghis . hirthday coming
disdplesof dl generationstoleamto up. Andworstof

mekesarrificesout of lovefor their fdlow dl, heisgaingtomisstheir

first wedding anniversary coming up. | know
anather oldier whosewifehesleft himfor
beingaway fromher. | ansuredl of ushave
our owngoriestotdl. Andal thesestoriescan
bring about low morde.

However, whenweflipthecoin, wesee
thebrighter sdecf thestuation. Wecanssy
for surethat our beinginthe Bakansisworth
being. Weare proud Americanswho never
hesitatetorisk, or even sacrifice our dear lives
to sarve our ndtion. We are proud Americans
whowill doanything good to defend our netion
andtoupholdtheConstitutionof the United
Statesof America Wearefreesonsand
daughtersof Amearicawho arewillingto shere
thevery freedomweenjoy with our brothers
and sgersof theBalkans Many haveleft
family, friends fianoees boy friendsand gir
friends loved ones and placeswithwhich they
aecontforteble Inspiteof forgoing dl these
preciouspeopleand placesintheir lives, our
Dldesredizethey aeherefor ajust cause
Thisisagreet saifice ItisaGod-giving
misson. Intheend, youwiill dl beproud of
being apart of peecein Kasovo. May God
blessal of you for your greet sarifices

Peacekeepers Chapel (North)

Sunday
8 am., Episcopal/Lutheran
9:30 am., Roman Catholic Mass
11 am., Collective Protestant
12:30 p.m., Gospel Service

Monday
7 p.m., Women's and Single Soldiers' Bible

studies

Tuesday
7 p.m., Catholic RCIA

Wednesday
12 p.m., Roman Catholic Mass
6:30 p.m., Prayer Service
7 p.m., Bible Studies

Thursday
7 p.m., Choir Rehearsal (Gospel)

Friday
12 p.m., Muslim Prayer Service
7 p.m., Gospel Joy Night Service

Saturday
6:30 p.m., Stay Faithful Marriage Bible

Study

CBS Worship Service

CMT Worship Service

South Chapel Sunday
9-10:30a.m., General Protestant Service
Sunday 11am.-1p.m., Gospel Service

1:30- 2:30 p.m., LDS Worship
7 - 8 p.m., Catholic Mass

8am., Roman Catholic Mass
9:30 am., Collective Protestant
11am., LDS Service
4p.m., Gospel Service Monday
7 p.m., Chapel Movie Night w/ Discussion

Monday
7 p.m., Collective Protestant Tuesday
Choir Rehearsal 7 -9 p.m., Gospel Worship Practice
Tuesday Wednesday

6:30 - 7:30 p.m., Gospel Worship Practice
7:30 - 9 p.m., Bible Study

12 p.m., Roman Catholic Mass

Wednesday
7 p.m., Bible Study Thursday

6- 7 p.m., General Protestant Practice

Thursday 7 - 8 p.m., General Protestant Bible Study
7 p.m., Bible Study 8- 9 p.m., General Protestant Worship
Friday Friday
8p.m., Jewish 12-1p.m., Muslim Servicein Annex
7-8:30p.m.
Saturday
11 am., Seventh Day Adventist Service Saturday
7 p.m., Choir Rehearsal (Gospel) 11am. - 12 p.m., Seventh Day Adventist
Worship

Sector Worship

Protestant
Saturday
2p.m., Debelde
4 p.m., Binac Church

Sunday
Camp Magrath, 10am.
Zintinje Church, 11:30 am.
Klokot, 2 p.m.
Mogila, 3:30 p.m.
Vrbovac Church, 4:30 p.m.
Vrbovac, 7p.m.

Latter Day Saints

Sunday
Camp Magrath, 2 p.m.

Roman Catholic

Monday
Klokot, 2 p.m.
Vrbovac, 4p.m.
Camp Magrath, 7 p.m.

Other Activities

Sunday
Movie Night- 11 p.m.

Tuesday
Bible Study, 8 p.m.

Special to the Falcon Flier

When used properly, aportablefire
extinguisher can save livesand
property by putting out asmall fire or
containing it until thefire department
arrives. Itisvery important to use the
right type of fire extinguisher when
putting out asmall fire.

Firesin paper, wood, drapes and
upholstery require an extinguisher
labeledA.

Firesinfud oil, gasoline, paint, grease
inafrying pan, solvents, and other

Fire safety tip's from your TFF Fire Department

flammable liquids require an carefully with dl family members so
extinguisher labeled B. L aleryonerII be ready during an
Firesstarted inwiring, Ov.eﬂhetedfu% anergew

boxes, conductors, and other e|ec1:_rdq,a+ “The m@hq the number rating on the
sources require an extingui sher Iabeled E e(tfﬁgwshlar the morefireit puts out.

C. | i gh rated'ones are often (not aways)
Certain metalssuch asma'gjne&i'um'é\tlﬂ :“"the heayier thodels. Make sure you can
sodium require specia drypowd 12 1 hoh;i andgperatethe oneyou might
extinguisher labeled D. o, > payfor.t hﬂme use or be required to use
A5-lb. ABC Multi-Purpose [k efwork.

extinguisher isthe recomn'iaﬂded SZ26 BeforeAtt,anptl ngtoFightaFire

and type for usein the SeaHuts g - T Fs'éeryone out of the building?

office aress. Thefiredepartment isbeing caled.
Read the operation ingtructions Y ou know you have aclassABC

extinguisher, and you aready know
how to operateit.

Thefireissmal and contained inthe
areawhere it started.

Canyou fight thefirewith your back
toward a safe escape exit?

Remember that portable fire
extinguishers are not designed to fight a
large or spreading fire. If you have the
dightest doubt if you should fight the
fire- DON'T. Just get out fast!

If you have any questions about this, or
any fire safety topic, call DSN 4098
and ask for the Fire Prevention section.
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Iron Fist

o

by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

KRAJINI DEL, Kosovo— They looked at
their watches, and then up to the clear sky in
anticipation of the prompt arrival of six UH-60
Blackhawks, four OH-58 Kiowa Warriors, and
three CH-47 Chinooks. The soldiersof A Co., 1st
Battalion, 30th Infantry Regiment (TF 1-30), Fort
Benning, Ga,, lined up around the airfield preparing
to jump on theinbound birds as part of Operation
Ironfist.

The soldiersof AlphaCompany received the
operation order aweek prior to the mission, and
prepared using snow shoes, extreme cold weather
gear, and also trained on the planning and executing
of helicopter operations. The day finally arrived and
the mechanized company executed an air assaullt,
and conducted a cordon and search in two separate
locations. They had two elements divided by two
command and control aspects of the company,
according to the commander Capt. Scott Anderson.

“WEe re going into the town of Krajni Del to
search for illegal arms, weapons and possible
detainees,” said 2nd Lt. Scott Mangum, platoon
leader for first platoon, A Co. “1t’sall to prevent
peoplefrom harming each other, and goesright
aong with our mission to provide a safe and secure
environment for the people of Kosovo.”

“Thisisexactly what wejoin the Army for, to
do real world missionsjust likethisonetoday,” said
Sgt. Michael Romero, of AlphaCo. The operation
not only benefits Kosovo by helping decreaseillega
activity, but builds the confidence of the soldiers
involved, knowing that they can accomplish sucha
crucia mission.

Thisisthe second search Alphacompany has
performed in Kosovo, but with the help of the

ask Force 1-30 conducts cordon and search

police working dogs, a detachment from 10th Moun-
tain Division, and afew Psy-Ops soldierson this
operation, the mission was more of asuccess, said
Romero.

Tothecasual observer, soldiersgoinginto
people’ syards, barns, and so on, might seem abit
extreme, but it isdl to better the future of Kosovo by
helping cease the smuggle of illegal arms. “We are here
for agood cause. What we did today will definitely
benefit the children who are the future of Kosovo.
That'swhat thisisall about,” said Mangum.

“WEe'revery flexible and willing to go any distance

Spc. Molly Jones/photo
Sgt. Mikwan Jones, team leader, A Co, 1st Battalion, 30th Inf. Regiment (TF 1-30) exits a UH-60 Blackhawk during Operation Iron Fist January 22nd in Krajni Del, Kosovo.

necessary to make sure the communities are safe, and
that we' re making surethat they’ re on track to having
asuccessful transition to a peaceful and democratic
society,” said Anderson.

Although no arms were recovered, the soldiers
made apositiveimpression on the townspeoplewith
their courtesy and professionalism. “Also, themission
was asuccessif for no other reason than to show that
we have the capability to complete any mission. Here
we are, mechanized soldiers, conducting air assaults
into mountain towns,” said Anderson.

Spc. Moally Jones/photo

Pfc. Samuel Carbajal, 1st Platoon, A Co., 1st Battalion, 30th Infantry Regiment (TF 1-30) looks for illegal weapons during

Operation Iron Fist.




