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Behind the scenes:

Supplies, services and support
are the lifeblood of MNB(E)




BEHIND THE LINES

Support soldierscritical tomisson

By Col. Albert Johnson

few weeks ago, Guardian East magazine focused on

the everyday contributionsthat all the soldiers maketo

this mission and the continued progressin Kosovo. In
this week’s issue, we narrow that focus to the individuals
whosejob it isto support those efforts. Many of them work
behind the scenes, with very little fanfare or recognition. Nev-
ertheless, theirsisacritical contribution to our daily mission.
They provide the supplies, services and support that are the
lifeblood of our daily lives here in Kosovo. There mission
execution affects each and every one of us deployed.

Their contribution isreally about the quality of lifefor ev-
ery soldier deployed and in many cases our families who re-
main at home. They Erowdeasense of normalcy, making our
everyday life asmuch like home as possible. They deliver our
mail. They ensure our pay isin order. They move parts and
suppliesthat help us carry out our mission. They maintain the
buildings where we work every day and sleep every night.
They keep the water running and the electricity humming.

These individuals make up unitslike the 510th Personnel
Support Battalion that runs two post offices six days aweek
while continuing to provide quality personnel servicesto our
soldiers. They make up unitslikethe 106th Finance Detach-
ment, providing necessary financial servicesto our deployed
soldiers. They make up organizations like the Area Support
Group, which isresponsible for overseeing the vast infrastruc-
ture of our installations. They make up unitslike the 299th
L ogistics Task Force which moves mountains of suppliesev-
ery day to ensure the soldier on the ground have what they
need to execute their mission. They make up all the unitswho
provide vital servicesto all the soldiers of the brigade. Too
numerousto mention them all, but in thisissue, we celebrate
their collective contribution to our mission.

So, the next time you walk past one of these units or orga-
nizations, keep in mind what they are about. Although they
do pull force protection duties, you won't find them conduct-
ing cordon and searchesin the surrounding communities. But
they work every bit as hard to make sure the soldiers who
conduct those sorts of operations have everything they need
to be successful. Asyou stop and think about it, their impact
on our quality of lifeis probably greater than in any other
functions provided to us while deployed. They ensure our
pay is straight and that we have money to spend on our fami-

On the cover: photo by Spc. Rebecca M. Grzyb

Pfc. Israel Robles Jr., a signal support systems retrans specialist in Headquarters and Headquarters Company,

liesor ourselves. They deliver those critical packages from home
or our last Internet purchase. For over 3,600 soldiersthey have
ensured a chance to get away, through the Fighter Management
Pass Program. Additionally, they have greatly assisted as we
have drawn down over 2,000 pieces of equipment while main-
taining a safe and secure environment in which to operate. They
arevital members of the MNB(E) team, and every bit ascritical to
our success as any other unit here.

Johnson is chief of staff for Multi-National Brigade (East)

SEE THE PHOTO OF THE DAY

2nd Brigade, sets up an antenna on top of a shark vehicle outside the theater on Oct. 17 at Camp Bondsteel. The
shark vehicle provides mobile communications when needed.
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By Spc. Kate Mclsaac

299th LTF doesit all

L OGISTICIANS REACH EVERY SOLDIER, EVERY DAY

s one of the largest and most diverse battalions in Multi-
A National Brigade (East), the 299" L ogistics Task Forcehasa
hand in nearly every aspect of asoldier’slife.

“TheLTF providesMNB(E) with atailored and extremely respon-
sive combat service and health support capability designed to sup-
port fixed-base and out-of-sector operations as directed,” said Lt.
Col. Steven W. Pate, 299" L TF commander.

The LTF provides support from vehicle maintenance to medical
aid—from supply support to mortuary affairs—frommaterial manage-
ment to excessturn-in support.

“Wemake surethat everything that isneeded ison theground, no
matter what,” said 1¢ Sgt. Calvin Jonesof Company A, 299" LTF.

Thistask isno easy one, headded. It requiresatremendousamount
of work, but moreimportantly, it takestheright peopleto do thejob.

“We have brought in a diverse and hard-working group,” Jones
said. “ Thepeople here are asal ect team of peoplefrom many different
companies.”

Infact, the LTF isaconglomerate: mortuary affairs soldiers, the
materiel management center, Headquarters and Headquarters Detach-
ment and the 299" Main Support Battalion. Hundreds of soldiers
make up thishighly effectiveteam, Jones said.

With theright teamin place, the LTF was perfectly staged to ex-
ecute the mission effectively. In the forefront, the LTF set out to
providethe required logistics support, but it was the additional goal
of amassive equipment drawdown that the soldiers are most proud
of. Thegoal, set by the brigade commander, wasthat no excess equip-
ment would be handed over to the incoming rotation.

“Through a well-developed plan and aggressive execution,
MNB(E) turnedin over 600 piecesof rolling stock and 2,000 piecesof
non-rolling stock,” Pate said. “They also eliminated eight satellite
base camps.”

“Near-perfect planning and execution was needed to ensure that
no excess equipment wasturned over to KFOR 4B, whichwasBrig.
Gen. Lute' sintent.”

Jones agreed that the equipment turn-in was a challenge, but the
execution was flawless.

“We've donewdl,” he said. “WEe ve exceeded the goal.”

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 10]

Peacek eeper profile

MatthewKimber

age 30

rank: Spc.

mos: 91W, medic

unit: HHB1-7FA

KFOR camp stationed at:

Camp Bondstedl

Why did youjointhe Army? | wanted
to try something new.

What have you learned about yourself on this deployment?I
have learned that | can do anything.

What areyour plansfor Block Leave?To hold my wife.

Photos by Spc. Kate Mclsaac
ABOVE: Spc. Kevin Maul, a mechanic in Company B, 299th Logistics Task
Force, installs a new electrical harness and glow plugs on an M1031 truck
Oct. 14, at the TF 299th motor pool at Camp Bondsteel.

BELOW: Pvt. Jose Chavez, also a mechanic in Company B, 299th LTF,
mounts a grinder on a table in the motor pool.

By
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PSB providesserviceto soldiersin Kosovo

tobeabletofocusontheir misson

and not havetoworry about such
ing mail, trackmg promotion

points tlqgtmga/ udionsontime.

In step themembersof Tesk Foroe510th
Personnd Sarvices. The510th haswvorked
to provide soldiers deployed to Kosovo
with the sameleve of personnd support
reoaveda homeduty stetions.

“A soldier shouldn't have to worl
about, ‘ Aml gomgtogapromotedwhl e
on dgl ment? " said TF510th PScom-

.LaranD.Marks “Anything
that aPSB doesin the rear, we are doing
hereinKosovo.”

Marks, andive of Birmingham, Ala.,
9dthatthePSB|sdsoraoorﬂbleforthe

a sarvices provided to soldiers and
Depatment of Defenseavmmemploy%
inMulti-Netiondl Brigede(Eagt). “Wepro-
videpodd servicetod| soldiers, nometter
wherethey arelocated,” saidMarks, “that
|ndujessnlde“sstalmedlnPr|snraCanp
AbleSentry aswell asMNB(E).”

The510thPSB, whichis ered
in Mannheim, Germany, deployed to
Kosovowith50soldiers, but sent 12 mem
bers back a month into the rotation. The
task force dso hes soldiers from Heldd-
bag,A ushack and Stuttgart. Thetask of

ng this gr %eou p focused and misson
fdlsont shouldersof Sgt. 1% Class

ary.

“ We had about two weeksto trainup
together before coming to Kosovo,” sad
Lary. “Butwework really well esatesm.”
AccordingtoLarry, asthingsget busy over
atthepogt office, shewill someof the
personnd services workers over to help
out. Inaddition, thePSB soldiersgationed
a Bondgted ga to seetheir counterparts
a CAS and Priginatwice awesk, during

posta runs.
Dunn the peacekesping mission in
Kosovo, the personnel support services
patofthePSB hasbeenfocusedonhelp-
|ng soldiers get promoted,and meking ure

that noncommissioned officer and commis-
soned officer evdudtionsareturnedinand
completedproper

helst Infmt¥yD|V|sm|shgonpr(}
Peacek eeper profile

During a deployment soldiers need

thingsas

Photos by Staff Sgt. Keith Robinson

Sgt. Jimmy McCoy, a SIDPERS clerk, in the 510th Personnel Support Battalion, assists Spc. Michelle Hunt of Task
Force 9th Engineer as she turns in NCOERs. Sgt. Jeanette Bryant, promotions NCOIC, assists another customer.

motions,” said Sgt. Eva Jeanette Bryant, promotions
NCOIC. “When soldiers are going to the board and
tryl ng 'g)nga promoted, we haveto get their pomts re-
intothesysteminatimely manner.’
Aooordl to Bryant, a native of Pasadena, Cdif.,

soldiers can find out how many paints they need for
promotions, by goi ng to the Web site
Www.,1PERSCOM . Army Mil.

ItisthePSB’ SJobtogetthosepantsupdeteda‘tera
board. Prormtlonpurltserecorlsl:mtlyW sad
Bryecljfrt “s0 they (soldiers) need to kn ethey
stand.”

Asrotation4A drawstoanend, NCOsand officers
are completing their evauations. “A lot of eae
telli methetth%aemmolea/eKowvoandthey

rNCOERS” said Spc. MarcusA. Allen, of the

Allen said, hisjobisquality essurance. “1 readthe
NCOERsand OERs check for mistakesand mekesure
thathq/aelna:cordawoewnhdltheregulalons sad
Allen. “If not, | give them back to the unitsfor correc-

Robert Zmarzlinks

age 31
rank:Capt.
mos: Infantry

unit: Polish-Ukrainian Battalion
KFOR camp stationed at: Camp Bondstedl
Rolein MNB(E): I antheliasion officer between POLUKRBAT and

the U.S. headquarters.
Why did youjointhe Army?l likediscipline, and thisisour family tradition.
What advice do you have for your replacements?They should be ableto speak English
fluently.
What did you learn about yourself on this deployment? | havelearned how to cooperate
with other armies.

4 October 23,2002

tions” If dl iswell, thePSB forwardsthepaperwork
totheenlisted recordsand eva uation centerat Fort
Benjamin Harrison, Ind

Forthequdltyof saviceprovidedtosoldiers
intheK osovo areacf operations, the PSB recaived
acusomer serviceaward from thecommander of
AreaSupport Group Falcon. “Our god coming
down here was to provide quality customer ser-
vicg” sad Maks, ‘and | believethat misson hes
been achieved.”

Promotions NCOIC Jeanette Bryan of the 510th
Personnel Services Battalion is responsible for
making sure that soldiers’ promotion points get
recorded in a timely manner.

www.mnbe.hqusareur.army.mil



Spc. Rebecca M. Grzyb

Photos by Spc. Rebecca M. Grzyb

ABOVE:

Sgt. Charlotte Wright-Robinson, a chief
technical inspector in Task Force 510th
Personnel Support (Forward), lifts a
sack of separated mail after taking it off
of the truck Oct. 17 at the regional post
office on Camp Bondsteel.

RIGHT:

Pfc. Peter Westerheide, a finance clerkin TF
510th PS, unloads mail at the post office.

Spc. Steve Hornback, a mechanic in
Service Battery, 1-7 Field Artillery,
wraps up a box before shipping it home.

www.mnbe.hqusareur.army.mil

PosTAL SOLDIERS OFFER
MORE THAN STAMPS

CAMPBONDSTEEL —*“When it comesto mail-
ing stuff back, start early,” said Pfc. Stephanie
King, amail clerk in Task Force 510th Person-
nel Services.

Up to 1,300 pieces of mail per day are
shipped out of Camp Bondsteel’ s regional post
office. Thiscan lead to long waitsin line.

“Due to transfer-of-authorities, we are av-
eraging about 1,600 to 1,700 pieces,” said 1st
Lt. Henry Perry 111, apostal officer in the postal
element.

As of Oct. 6, both the RPO and the satellite
post office are open on Sundays. Perry said
they have to accommodate the high number of
customers and the increased volume of mail.

“The satellite post office primarily serves as
an option,” Perry said. “If you don't feel like
walking and you have a somewhat small pack-
age, you can mail it there. There's no incon-
venience, because we go and pick up the
boxes.”

Made up of soldiers from various bases in
Germany and Italy, the postal element offers
services to accommodate everyone’s needs.

“We offer priority mail, certified, return re-
ceipt service, registered mail, money orders and
stamps,” King said. “Plus, we make sure we
get your stuff on time.”

Shipping from military post to military post
using the Military Postal Service typically
takes 14 days and is free. Packages must not
weigh more than 70 pounds or measure more
than 130 inches around. To make sure pack-
ages arrive in time for the holidays, soldiers
should ship packages no later than Dec. 8.

[CONTINUED ONRGE 10]
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Photo by Staff Sgt. Keith Robinson
ABOVE: Keeping track of all intelligence operations within MNB(E) is the responsibility of the

G2 staff in the tactical operations center. From left are G2 members Spc. Shannon Davis, Staff
Sgt. Alen Garner and 1st Lt. Eliot Patrick.

Photo by Spc. Patrick Rodriguez
ABOVE: Soc. Erika Ocampo, a personnel clerkinthe Task Force 510th Personnel
Support (Forward), assistsSgt. 1st CIassAngeI Negron amerTber of
and Headquarters Con
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headlines

World

United States

Military

KFOR

Clericnot involved
in Bali attack

After arestingamilitant Mus-
limdericwhohasbeenlinkedto Al
Qaedaand aseries of terrorist at-
tacks in Southeast Ada, Indone-
Smoffiddsha(eirrl]%i%atb%déharé?
isnot asuspectintl
two nightdubsin Bdli aweeknaga.

Thederic, AbuBakar Baghir, 64,
wasarresed ashelay inahospitd
bed in hishomecity, Solo, appar-
ently sufferingfromexhaustion. His
lawyers had said earlier that he
would not show up for question-
ing because hewas Sck.

—New York Times

Irish voteon

EU expansion

In adraergai c_rer/me“sal hé\!/ri shvot-
ersappeared tonight to have given
ovewhdming endorsement tothe
mogtambitiousexpengonaf theEu-
ropesn Union, a project they re-
jected only last yeer, according to
initial resul tsfrom70f42vot|§ar-
essinadosdy wached refer .

The full results will not be
knownuntil Oct. 20, sotheoutcome
was not completely clear tonight.
However, if theinitid trend iscon-
firmed,itwill removeamgordodede
toaredraning of ELrope seconomic
and paliticd frontiersto overcome
thelegacy of thecold war.

—New York Times

Russadigsup
WW!II crimescene

A team of researchers from
the human rights organization
Memorial have unearthed what
th yggls_grlm evidenceof one
of the Soviet Union’ smost egre-
giouscrimes, Stalin’ sGreet Ter-
ror of 1937 and 1938.

“They would drivethemhere
and turn down this track,”
AleksandraA. Reznikovasaid.

“Thenthey wouldbringthem
here, to the trenches,” she said,
making her way through the
birch trees and pines. “Maybe
soldiersdug them. Maybethey
had to dig their own graves.”

— New York Times

U.S. towithdraw

from armsaccord

TheBush adminigration hasde-
cidedto scrgpthe 1994 amscontrol
accord with North Korea that hes
provided Western energy ad in re-
turnfortheNorth' spromisetofreeze
the development of nuclear wi
ons, senior adminigration officas
sadtoday.

North Koreaadmitted twoweeks
ago that it was pursuing a covert
nuclear w%x_)ns ogram, and ac-
cused rt]hef gletd PyStateﬁ of taki nlg
stepsthat for Ol tonul-
I if?/qsheamrd. TtEWhn%ﬂgamhas
since debated whether to end the
accord, with some aides warning
such astep could leed North Korea
to even greater nudear vidlations.

- New York Times

New shooting has
dmilaritiesto sniper

Detedtivestrackingthedeedy sub-
urban sniper reped to ashoating near
Richmond, Va, Oct. 19 asthe palice
reportedthat amanhad beenwounded
by agngleshatinaparkinglotoutdde
adworp‘grlgoerter resaurant.

The sniper, who hes killed nine
people and wounded two so far this
month, shata37-yeasr-ddmanoutsde
a Ponderosa geskhouse in Ashland,
Va, 0milessouthof Washington,was
part of the goree that has frightened
theWeashington areasince Oct. 2.

—New York Times

Salmon puts
Angelson track

They cal him Kingfish. It is
an obviousnicknamefor aplayer
named Tim Salmon.

In an effort decidedly up-
stream for the Angels Oct. 20,
Salmon gave the performance of
alifetime, He reached base five
timesand homered twice, includ-
ing the game-winning two-run
shot intheeighthinning that pro-
pelledtheAngelstoan 11-10vic-
tory over the San Francisco Gi-
antsin Game 2 of theWorld Se-
riesat Edison Field.

— New York Times

Military loaner

sharpensthe search

Thespy planethat thePentagon
haslo_ma}loutfor useinthesi?p_er
investigationisloadedwith sophisti-
cated night-vison cameras that cen
trangmit Imagesimmediately to po-
lice on the ground.

John Pike, director of
Globa Security.org and an authority
onmilitary hardware, saysthefour-
engine RC-7 turboprop could bean
ﬂectivetool in hunting the dusive

.

The Pentagon gpproved Oct. 15
theuseadf Army RC-7 reconnaissance
planesto help hunt the sniper.

—USA Today

Boy, 10, getswish:

soldier for aday

Ten-year-old Justin Bryce had
just onewish: to be asoldier for
aday. Last week, the Make-A-
Wish Foundation of the Mid-At-
lantic — with the help of area
military personnel — made his
wish cometrue.

Justin’s adventure started on
thenight of Oct. 7 with astop at
the Pentagon and the office of
Secretary of Defense Donald H.
Rumsfeld. Justintook his oath of
enlistment and was made an hon-
orary private by Rumsfeld. Jus-
tin was issued a custom-made

uniform, completewith Military

District of Washington patches,

rank and insignia
—Washington Post

Montenegyinsdedide

futurewith Sxrbia
Montenegro w
iespromiangi or
ggérm rrlxuedalirgmoewith Serbiain
dections Oct. 13 that will decide
what will remain of the crumbling
Y av federation.
~ Thechoiceput to 455,000 €li-
blevotersshould solvethedesd
ock over an EU-brokered dedl thet
Montenegrin and Serbian leeders
signed in March but have been
unable to implement, mostly be-
cause Montenegrins themsdves
aresndivided over theissuethat it
forced Oct. 13’ searlydections.

— Associated Press

FYROM pledges

support toWest

On Sept. 16, the President of
the Former Y ugodav Republic of
Macedonia, Ljubco Georgijevski
of Vmro-Dpmne, wasvoted out
of office in a shock eection re-
sult. Hehanded power over with
awhimper, dedaring: “Thepeople
of Macedoniahave spoken.”

The election was called as
part of theimplementation of the
Ohrid Agreement signed Aug. 13,
2001 by the outgoing FY ROM
government and the Albanian
Nationd Liberation Army, which
ended the six-month insurgency
of Albanian separatiststhat had
resulted in the internal displace-
ment of 100,000 peocple.

— New York Times

Prosecutor seks
Yugodavia sMladic

Ontheeveof avisit by the
chief U.N. war crimesprosecu-
tor, Yugoslavia authorities
said they don’t know the
whereabouts of Gen. Ratko
Mladic, the fugitive Bosnian
Serb general accused of geno-
cide.

U.N. prosecutor Carla Del
Ponte is scheduled to arrive
Oct. 21linBelgradeto presslo-
cal officials to turn over
Mladic, who sheclaimsisun-
der Yugoslav army protection.

— Associated Press

This product contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are making such material available in our efforts to advance understanding of
environmental, political, human rights, economic, democracy, scientific, and social justice issues, etc. We believe this constitutes a ‘fair use’ of any such copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the US
Copyright Law. In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the material on this site is distributed without profit to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving the included information for research and
educational purposes. For more information go to: http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml. If you wish to use copyrighted material from this publication for purposes of your own that go beyond ‘fair use’, you

must obtain permission from the copyright owner.
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By Spc. Jasmine Chopra

CONTRACTED
SERVICES

Brown and Root helps
soldiersfocus

pc. Debra Howard
ushed into adining fa-
cility with an enormous

green laundry bag of clothes
slung over her shoulder. She
had only ashort timefor lunch
before she dropped off laundry
and had to get back to work.
She signed the meal roster and
headed to the food serviceline
where ladies wearing smocks
and caps were ready to serve
up atasty assortment of foods.

She picked agrilled cheese,
fries, some cucumber dicesand
mixed greens. Like other de-
ployed soldiers committed to
peacekeeping operations,
Howard, amilitary police spe-
cialist in the 230" Military Po-
lice Company, part of Task
Force 709" MP, leadsabusy life.

Services, likefood prepara-
tion, laundry, transportation,
janitorial, construction, techni-
cal support andtrandation help
soldiersin Kosovo devotetime
to their primary mission:
peacekeeping. Contractors pro-
vide more than 20 services al-
together from firefighting to
waste management, to fueling
and more.

“When you're hungry, it's

Photos by Spc. Jasmine Chopra

A worker at the Brown and Root Services facility in Urosevac, prepares to wash
clothes. Workers wash and dry approximately 1,320 bags of laundry each day.

great just to come down here to
the DFAC and have acooked meal
ready for you,” Howard said.

Howard said she's aso afan
of thelaundry service.

“Not having to do your own
laundry saves time, but you do
have to wait a couple of daysto

One of the many services provided by contractors is sewing services.
Here a Brown and Root worker repairs tears in a sleeping bag.

www.mnbe.hqusareur.army.mil

get it back,” she said.

Staff Sgt. Manuel Sosa-Garces,
an M1 Abrams tank maintainer-
supervisor in Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 1% Bat-
talion, 77" Armor Regiment, said
he appreciates the janitorial ser-
vices provided. And that he also

Peacek eeper profile

Spc. Debra Howard, a military
police specialist in the 230th
Military Police Company, part of
Task Force 709th, grabs a bite to
eat before dropping off laundry.

is pleased with the vehicle
maintenance support provided
by contractors.

Sosa-Garces is a recent
graduate of the Maintenance
Training Program, developed
and conducted by Anthony
Edmund, senior maintenance
instructor for Brown and Root
Services.

The courseis aimed at fur-
ther devel oping mechanic’ sau-
tomotive maintenance skills.

“1 feel more knowledgeable.
My skills have grown,” Sosa-
Garcessaid.

Edmund said heisproud of
his graduates.

“It' saprivilegetowork with
soldiers,” he said. “You (sol-
diers) leavefamiliesand homes
behind to serve. Thelast thing
you should have to worry
about is ‘ Are the brakes going
to brake? Is the generator go-
ingto generate? That'smy job,
tomake surethat they will.”

age 29

ColinLittle

rank: Staff Sgt.

mos. 91W, medical noncommissioned officer

unit: HHB1-7FA

it KFOR camp stationed at: Camp Bondsted!
et Why did you jointhe Army? To be ableto

provideadecent lifefor my family.

What haveyou learned about yourself on this deployment?l have
learned to take advantage of all thetraining opportunitiesand take

timetoimproveyourself.

What advice do you havefor your replacements? | wouldtell them
that anythingispossiblewith determination and perseverance.
What areyour planswhen you leave? | plantovisit my family and

refocus on my goals.
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Photo by Spc. Rebecca M. Grzyb
Spc. Chris Slindee, a mechanic in Company A, 299th LTF, applies
cleaner to a support bracket Oct. 15 at Camp Bondsteel.

Postal service

[ConTINUED FROM PAGE 3]

In addition to that major task,
the 299" has continued to provide
logistics support throughout
MNB(E).

“During our tour in Kosovo, we
have provided outstanding mate-
rial management, direct support
maintenance, recovery support
throughout MNB(E), medical sup-
port through Camp Monteith Troop
Medical Clinic and sling-load sup-
port to other services and nations,”
Pate said. “1 feel we have been ex-
tremely successful by maintaining
some of the highest equipment
readinessrates| have ever consis-
tently seen on adeployment or gar-
rison operation.”

Further, the LTF had internal
goals for the individual soldiers
who make up the diverse battalion.
In an effort to increase proficiency

educational opportunities for sol-
diers, the 299" has continued to
support itssoldiers.

Overall, the task force saw im-
provements in marksmanship and
physical fitness scores and comple-
tion of common task training skills.
The LTF now has more school-
trained soldiers, Patesaid. Also, LTF
soldiers participated in the recent
Expert Field Medical Badge train-
ing.

AstheLTF preparesto hand over
the responsibility of logistic sup-
port to the next unit, Jones said they
arelooking forward to new goals.

“We've met the challenges here
even with our intense training
schedule,” he said. “When we re-
turn, we will be ableto focus on our
warfighting skills. I think we will be
alot better off because of the expe-

inindividual training and provide

rience of thisrotation.”

[ConTiNuED FROM PAGE 5]

“The fastest way to ship anything
is priority,” said Sgt. Charlotte
Wright-Robinson, chief technical in-
spector in the postal element. How-
ever, priority mail only speeds up
shipping for items going outside the
military mail system. “If it's ?oing
back to Germany or any other military
post, we can send it priority, but it’s
really a waste of money,” she said.

“A lot of people don’t know that
they can mail duffle bags, foot lock-

ers, and even suitcases. Just go light
on your boxes. If it’stoo hard for you
to pick up, nine times out of tenit'stoo
heavy to mail.”

The RPO is responsible for postal
support to the entire operating area of
MNB(E), and Pristina.

“Camp Able Sentry and Camp
Monteith have locations similar to this
one,” Perry said. “We just get all the
mail here and break it down for every
single unit there. For Pristinaand Camp

COMBAT READY

Photo by Sgt. Keren Olson

From front to rear, 1st
Sgt. Dallas Hollin of
Battery B, Sgt. 1st Class
Frank Marcantonio
Service Battery and 1st
Sgt. James McGruder
Force Protection
Operation Cell
noncommissioned
officer in charge, all in
1st Battalion, 7th Field
Artillery, conduct live
fire exercises in the
Train the Trainer course
for Close Quarter
Marksmanship Oct. 14 at
Falcon VIl range. During
the training, soldiers
learn to engage tagets
instinctively within 25
meters.
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Magrath, we do remote mail missions,
which are when we go out on the road
twice aweek for each base camp.”

Perry said that includes mail call and
making sure that each unit gets its mail
seven days a week.

“You get to work with a group of
people every day,” King said. “But you
also work with at least one to two people
from every unit because they come down
here to get their mail. It’s a good way
to make friends.”

Peacek eeper profile

Wojceich
Pietruszewski
age 29

rank: Warrantofficer
mos: air traffic
controller

unit FOLUKRBAT
KFORcamp
stationed at:
Camp White Eagle
Why didyoujointhe Army?I

wanted to serve my homeland.

What advice do you have for your
replacements? Tobecamand

stable.

What did you learn about yourself
on this deployment? | learned how
to cooperate with other armies.

What are your planswhen you leave
Kosovo? | am going to marry my
girlfriend, Aleksandra, and build a
home.

www.mnbe.hqusareur.army.mil



A FEW WORDS WITH...

Lt. Col. MikeL embke

Chaplain, 280th BaseSupport Battalion

THIS IS THE SECOND INSTALLMENT OF A THREE-PART SERIES
DESIGNED TO PROVIDE YOU WITH SOME BASIC INFORMATION
ABOUT YOUR UPCOMING REUNION WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

Reunion: Kidsarepeopletoo

The recipe for dealing with your children during
the reunion time has many of the same‘ingredients’ as
reunion with your spouse. There are, however, some
differences.

In this segment we will deal with the importance of
developing strategiesto have a successful reuniontime
with your kids.

Stay in tune

Thewhole process of reunion isoften about getting
family membersback intunewith each other. Thisisso
important with children. Their ages and temperaments
can really make it difficult to get back on the same sheet of music.
Hereareacoupleof tips:

¢ Listen more and work to understand your child’s feglings. ...
listen, listen and listen. Be patient.

* Bethere. Early in the reunion process it is important to be
physically together, this builds trust and ensures safety. Words
comelater. Thisisespecialy truefor redly littlekids.

* You haveto betheadult. Kidsarekids. Sit withthem, ask them
questions. Wait for theanswers. Someanswersmay behardto hear,
they may bring guilt (missed birthdays, ball gamesetc.). Eventhough
this can be tough, hang in there.

¢ Giftsaregreat. If you get giftsfor thekids, beredisticand fair.
Remember that the most important thing you can give your kidsis
time.

STAYING SHARP

e oL N
oto by tf gt. Keith Rhinson
Staff Sgt. Monica Ancheta, left, a patient administration specialist
evaluates a simulated casualty during common task training Oct. 17 at
Camp Bondsteel. The tester is Sgt. 1st Class Paul Singleton, a medical
specialist. Lying on the ground is Staff Sgt. Amnart Churukha, a lab
technician. All are in Task Force Medical Falcon.

www.mnbe.hqusareur.army.mil

Carpe diem (Seize the day)

Ask yourself what opportunities are present in this
situation. Rather than look on this as time that the de-
ployed spouse missed, work to appreciatethisas aspe-
cial timeof celebration and discovery.

Asyou spend timetogether, share stories. Thereturn-
ing spouse had experienceswhile he or shewasgoneand
so did you and the kids. Take plenty of time to share
those stories. Get caught up.

Thisisaway of building the new story asyou all work
to get back together again. Thisisacritical time of appre-
ciating the new waysof doingthings. Thisisakey timefor kidsasthey
build back feelings of trust and safety.

Do thingsasafamily group. Y ou and your spouse can go off alone
later. Make surethat thefirst daysand weeksarea'family reunion.’

Ensuring that the deployed spouse reconnects with thekidsisim-
portant, no matter what the ages of the children. It is often assumed
that older kids and teenagers adapt easier and don’t need the special
attention. Thisiscontrary to reality asteenagers may have a harder
time getting back in the groove.

Nothing is ever the same

Thisiscertainly true of reunion. Itisunwiseto talk about “ getting
back” tothe old routine. Thekidsareolder. They may have changed
agreat deal during the deployment. It isadvisable to see the reunion
timeasan opportunity todiscover thenew ‘linesand limits.’

Peacekeeper prdfile
CharlotteWright-Robinson

age 27

rank: Staff Sgt.

mos: 71L, administrative specialist

unit: 510th Postal Support Battalion
KFOR camp stationed at: Camp Bondsted!
Your duty position: chief technical
inspector

Why didyoujointhe Army?

| joined theArmy to travel and experience Army life.

What advice do you have for your replacements? To remain
motivated.

What did you learn about yourself on this deployment? Thet
not only can | teach my soldiers, but | can learn from them as
wel.

What are your planswhen you leave K osovo? | will volunteer
for another deployment and re-classto finance.
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By Spc. Patrick Rodriguez

Financeclears
theway

FINANCE DEBRIEFINGS
ASSIST SOLDIERS

eamwork,” said Staff Sgt.

Y anitza Pannell, noncom-

missioned officer in charge,
106th Finance Battalion, explain-
ing how the battalion success-
fully deployed this rotation.
“They have handled the work
load by working together. Team-
work isthe key for any success-
ful mission of thismagnitude.”

The finance team is here, “to
keep track of their pay andto en-
sure that they (soldiers) are re-
ceiving the correct entitlements
and that their allotments, deduc-
tions and leave days are correct
during aredeployment,” Pannell
said.

Sgt. Thanhha Nguyen, military
pay NCOIC inthe 106th Finance
Bn., said some of the units most
frequently asked redeployment
questions have been related to
clearing the EagleCash card, ex-
changing foreign currency, filling
out travel vouchers, submitting
specia-leave accrual, withdraw-
ing from the saving deposit pro-
gram and reviewing the leave
earning statement for in-theater
entitlements.

Nguyen said, that in order to
properly clear an EagleCash card,
the balance on the card must be
zero. Servicemembers have to
clear the card of the entire bal-
ance at the redeployment brief-
ing set up by the unit’s finance
personnel, even if thereisabal-
ance of one cent on the card.
Smaller support units can come
into one of the finance officesto
clear the card but must have alet-
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Photo by Spc. Patrick Rodriguez

Spc. SaRonica NiCole Butler, a cashier and finance clerk in the 106th Finance Battalion, attends to Sgt. Loretta L. Borroughs,
a postal noncommissioned officer-in-charge in the 510th Personnel Services Battalion at the Camp Monteith finance office.

ter of release or manifest with date
of departurefrom Kosovo.
Nguyen said, each unit's fi-
nancepersonnd will dsotak that
unit’ ssoldiersthrough filling out
atravel voucher, DD 1351-2, cov-
ering the entire trip, from home
station to Kosovo and back to
homestation.
Servicememberswho had more
than 60 leave days of leave ac-
crued by Sept. 30, 2002, fall under
specid leaveaccrua. Eachunit’'s
personnel administrator will sub-
mit amemorandum to thefinance
officein order for that unit’ smem-
bersto be credited with the extra
days of leave, Nguyen said.
Those enraolled in the savings

2L

Combined 'edeval Campalgn

DEADLINE FOR
DONATIONS 1S
Nov. 15.

SEE THE PHOTO OF THE DAY
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deposit programwho leavebefore
or after the 10th of themonth have
theremainder of that month plus
60 daysto earninterest. After 90
days the account will no longer
earn interest, although the funds
can remain in the saving deposit
program, Nguyen said.

Finadly, Panndl said, it'sim-
portant to stop any allotments
started based on extra pay re-
ceived while deployed.
Servicememberswill nolonger re-

Peacek eeper profile

ceivehodtilefirepay ($150) and
the combat zonetax exclusion.
Itisalsoimportant for appro-
priate personnel to look
through their soldier’s LES to
ensureall entitlementsand de-
ductions are appropriate.

Remember these tips from
the brigade’s finance experts
and your transition back to
home station will be easier on
thewallet.

Jimmy D. Smotherman

age 21

rank: Spc.
mos: systemsnetwork administrator

unit: Company B, 72nd Signal Battaion
KFOR camp stationed at:
Camp Bondstedl
Why did you join the Army?| wanted
money for collegeand | wanted to learn
ajobskill.
What advice do you have for your replacements? Stay away
from the Post Exchange when you are bored.

What are your plans for Block Leave?| am going to travel in

Europe.

What have you learned about yourself on this deployment? |
get bored easily.

www.mnbe.hqusareur.army.mil




