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Commander, Multi-National Brigade (East) on March 17 Incidents

Camp Bondsteel, Kosovo— I am not here to talk about standards. That is the
responsibility of others. I am here to talk about security and a civilized society conducting itself
in a manner consistent with the rule of law and its basic recognition of respect and dignity.

What occurred yesterday was in complete contradiction to a civilized society. There is
absolutely no excuse for what occurred yesterday in what had been a relatively peaceful region.
Although the reprehensible actions of those involved do not reflect the people as a whole, they
do demonstrate an underlying contempt of the rule of law enough to negatively affect the entire
region. The progress made here has been tarnished. It is my hope that it has not been unalterably
changed.

We have talked about tolerance of others and respect for all. Now I will address
intolerance. The soldiers of MNB(E) will not tolerate those who seek to cause harm. My soldiers
will immediately and forcefully stop anyone who violates the rule of law. Our actions have
always been founded on the spirit of impartiality and we will react to any group that stands out as
they did yesterday.

My soldiers were shot at, and had rocks, bricks, grenades and incendiary devices thrown
at them. This was from the very people whose environment we help keep safe and secure. This
should not happen again.

I call all leaders to also condemn these violent acts. We must strive to overcome these
vengeful deeds. Together we can restore peace and get back to the business of advancing
Kosovo into the future.
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